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AP FACT CHECK: BIDEN SKIRTS BLAME ON 04 Soreene iy

announces $1.3 billion in

INFLATION; GOP GAS HYPE  projects, including new

Neurological Institute

. WASHINGTON (AP) - Facing political attacks over rising costs, President Joe Biden 1 1 i
exaggerated his role in reducing the federal deficit and skirted responsibility by on its main campus in
asserting that a flood of government spending into the economy has no impact at Cleveland
all on higher prices. It actually does. Cleveland Clinic announced on Friday

that it will invest $1.3 billion in capital
Congressional Republicans, meanwhile, went too far in pinning blame for surging projects including new buildings and
gasoline prices on Biden. renovation of facilities in Ohio, Florida,
and London.

A look at the rhetoric and reality: O
DEFICIT . S . , , 05 Ukraine war round-up:
BIDEN: “Last year, the deficit dropped for the first time since 2015. It fell by $360 billion last year and this year it’s on C t the ri d
track to drop by more than $1 trillion after four years in a row of increasing deficits before I took office. We're now on a arnage _a e '.'Iver an
track to see the largest-ever decline in a deficit in American history.” - remarks Tuesday. i awar crimes trial
THE FACTS: It’s not as big as it sounds. The toll of the fighting on both Ukraine’s
While it's true the deficit could end up falling by more than $1 trillion, the decline mostly reflects the improving health sector and Russia’s invading army
economy as the pandemic has faded, not tax and spending decisions by the Biden White House or Congress. The made sobering reading on the 79th day of
government is no longer sending out stimulus checks and extra unemployment benefits as it did for the past two the war. o
years. And tax revenue has increased as millions of Americans have found jobs and gotten pay raises. As a result, the Russian forces were accused by Ukrainian
Committee for a Responsible Federal Budget forecasts that the federal government’s annual deficit will drop to $1.2 MPs of completely destroying more than
trillion this year, from $2.8 trillion in 2021 and a record $3 trillion in 2020. 100 healthcare facilities since the invasion
Even with that drop, the deficit would still be at one of the highest levels in history:. started on 24 February.
Some of the decline is also due to a COVID-era policy change that basically deferred some tax collections. The
government now is collecting far more payroll taxes, which fund Social Security and Medicare, after allowing —
businesses to defer them during the pandemic. o ) ) ' Meet Karine Jean_Pierre'
In February, for example, the government’s tax receipts jumped 17%, while spending dropped 9% compared with a he first Blacl
year ago. Spending on unemployment aid dropped $41 billion last month compared to February 2021, after an extra the firs ack woman
$300 in weekly unemployment benefits ended in September. i and openly LGBTQ

person to be White

INFLATION House press secretary

BIDEN, addressing political rhetoric on rising prices: “So, I'm sick of this stuff. We have to talk about it because the
American people think the reason for inflation is the government is spending more money. Simply not true.” - remarks
Friday at a House Democratic conference in Philadelphia. Continue Page 3

WASHINGTON - Karine Jean-Pierre is
taking over the most visible supporting
role in the Biden administration, becoming
the president’s press secretary after Jen
Psaki departs Friday.
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Margaret W. Wong & Associates, a
leading immigration services law
. firm with more than 140 years’
experience, has represented thou-
sands of employers and individuals :
around the world since 1978. We tailor solutions to your unique immigration needs.
We fight for the best outcomes with innovative strategies. We guide clients
through complex immigration law that requires thorough, prompt and professional
response.
cJads Ay glah Ll 216-566-9908  Services: [=];
4l 4ddyl  www.imwong.com  *Green Card .
Croakgall iy daladl | judl) info@imwong.com * Non-Immigrant Visa E

.
' duseds BOHb iy

' 3 oy sl

(s 3 A ol AL ali g gll) i

| . - L) sie ) cbad gl Aagludd) ASuls y A g3 )
g Agiliall 2y salgall Ll o o ® 0 * Criminal Alien Issues Ll (il ghat) Calidie Jala bl
dgliladi 5 jagdl * Family Immigration : ﬁ}dm ‘:T-be al PR .«yf-\ﬁfdj (Al

agl) il i gall fpasda SLaliall ¢y gipat C. o | =creppespe  * Federal Litigation | AP AT il (24 50 2
don ol o dsmcd? - Spet Lawgers = - S88 el Y o 58 L L3 295
Ay el dgedad) e ] geaadl * Citizenship & Maturalization A = el AU Jas claalis (e (pe

b o sty ol g sl iy e
L baiial cEEaTY)

Atlanta * Chicago * Cleveland * Columbus * Memphis * Minneapolis * Nash

'.' -E.’ 'f/l_!

ville * New York




02 ISSUE 32 PROFILE NEWS oHio MAY 2022

C A MC YV lasdalrlar .Y NoO INnterest

WA W WA IV l S AL~ VLT

‘ $250 OFF

With Flyer

' ' ' | No Credit Check
l-'!l N UEBE nav UEDE No Finance Charges

I{ -y | . —‘1| .. =

I;l

216 631-9866
5216-904—4000 c A Mc RASSYTYDS™ADC

(call or text) e WA W AN VIS B WA A\

Everyone's
Approved!

6918 Denison Ave.
Cleveland, OH 44102
£ Sams motorcars
® sams_motorcars

Fresh Mea.l- 7553 PEARL RoOAD + MIDDLEBURG HEIGHTS, OHIO l"dia"
Fresh Produce 440-234-6600 European
Hot Sandwiches MEAT DEPT. 440-234-6605 Mediterranean

FAX: 440-234-6603 Peli & Groceries

Catering Available
Closed on Sundays

Open 9am to 9pm, Monday to Saturday ,
*\\/e cater to all your occasions Lo ga C}Lh I mad

» Large variety of specials weekly Al Mﬁ)ﬁ‘ﬁ A 58 oY oSk

WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS q\u\.ﬂ‘ ey a\y.su ol ol




MAY 2022 |

PROFILE NEWS oHIO

ISSUE 32 03

GOV. MIKE DEWINE PROPOSES
USING $85M IN FEDERAL COVID AID
TO HELP YOUNG OHIOANS ENTER
BEHAVIORAL-HEALTH JOBS

COLUMBUS, Ohio - Gov. Mike
DeWine on Friday announced
his administration wants to use
$85 million in federal coronavirus
funding to provide scholarships
and other financial assistance to
students seeking to become social
workers, therapists, addiction
counselors and other behavioral
healthcare providers.

During a news conference,
DeWine and other state officials
said Ohio has a shortage of

such workers as demand for
them continues to increase. The
governor said one study showed
that the demand for behavioral
healthcare services increased
363% between 2013 and 2019,
adding that suicide is one of

the top 10 causes of death for
Ohioans aged 10 to 64. He said
that the number of practitioners
to address that demand had not
kept pace, noting that nearly 2.4
million Ohioans live in areas with
a shortage of behavioral health
professionals.

“Clinical staff are difficult to

find, easy to lose, and costly

to replace despite the use of
multiple incentives,” said Teresa
Lampl, CEO of the Ohio Council
of Behavioral Health and Family
Services Providers.

With the $85 million, which

still must be approved by the
federal Centers for Medicare

and Medicaid Services, students
looking to enter the field of
behavioral health would be
offered scholarships, pay during
internships, and have their
licensure and exam fees covered,
according to DeWine.

If approved, students could
receive as much as $10,000
during their studies, then
receive up to an additional

. $5,000 during their early

years working in a behavioral-
health job, according to Lori

= Criss, director of the Ohio

Department of Mental Health
and Addiction Services. An
initial survey found that at least

| 4,000 students would benefit

from the proposal, Criss said.

DeWine said the $85 million

is only meant to provide
“short-term” help, though he
said it’s just one part of his
administration’s program to
improve behavioral health
and mental health treatment
in Ohio. He cited his successful
push to spend hundreds of
millions of dollars on “wrap-
around” support services

for at-risk Ohio public-school
students and $69 million to
support crisis intervention and
anti-suicide services (though
the latter has no permanent
funding source).

The govenor proposed taking
the $85 million from the $212
million available in the Ohio
Department of Medicaid’s
Home and Community-

Based Services Workforce
Development Strategic Fund,
thanks to the federal American
Rescue Plan Act passed last
year.

DeWine, who’s running for
re-election this year, criticized
ARPA before Democrats passed
it. But since the coronavirus
aid bill passed in 2021, the
governor has touted his plans
to spend Ohio’s share of the
money, which also include
spending $1.5 billion to

repay a federal loan to cover
unemployment benefits paid
during the pandemic; $756
million for local economic
recovery initiatives, water and
sewer grants, and pediatric
behavioral healthcare facilities;
$500 million to invest in
Appalachian Ohio; $250 million
in police grants; and $10.5
million to buy machines that
can help solve gun crimes.
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AP FACT CHECK: BIDEN
SKIRTS BLAME ON INFLATION;

GOP GAS HYPE

REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE: “Prices are surging, and Americans are
footing the bill. No spring road trips because of #Bidenflation.” - tweet Tuesday.

THE FACTS: Biden sidesteps reality. Government spending has been a clear factor
behind rising consumer prices, though it’s not the only one.

Biden last year signed a $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package known as the
American Rescue Plan - and many economists say that caused inflation to run
higher than it otherwise would. There are multiple sources for inflation including
global supply chain issues, the pandemic, stimulus from the Federal Reserve and,

now, the Russian war in Ukraine.

But the problem is that Biden pumped more money into the economy than it could
handle. Administration officials said before the relief package was passed that the
greater risk was do too little to help the economy than to do too much. The implicit

risk was inflation, though the tradeoff was faster hiring and stronger growth.
Biden got all three: the hiring, the growth and the inflation.

Harvard University economists Jason Furman and Larry Summers - both
officials in past Democratic administrations - warned of inflation rising
because of the size of the relief package. Many conservative economists joined
them, including Michael Strain of the American Enterprise Institute.

Republicans now are casting rising consumer prices as a direct and only
result of “Bidenflation.” That’s incorrect. But Biden is wrong to say that
government spending has had nothing to do with it.

GASOLINE PRICES

SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER MITCH MCCONNELL: “Nobody buys
Democrats’ efforts to blame 14 months of failed policies on three weeks of crisis
in Europe. Inflation and gas prices were skyrocketing and hurting families
long before late last month. The White House needs to stop trying to deny their
mistakes and start fixing them.” - tweet Tuesday.

HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER KEVIN MCCARTHY: “Democrats want to
blame surging prices on Russia. But the truth is, their out-of-touch policies
are why we are here in the first place. Remember what happened on Day 1
with one-party rule? The president canceled the Keystone pipeline, and then
he stopped new oil and gas leases on federal lands and waters.” - March 8
remarks.

THE FACTS: The Republican leaders of Congress are overstating Biden’s
ability to influence energy prices and the impact of the canceled Keystone
pipeline.

Gasoline prices have been rising in tandem with oil prices since spring 2020
because demand has grown faster than worldwide production as economies
try to shake off the pandemic. More people are driving and flying, and
businesses are returning to pre-pandemic levels of activity, leading to more
energy consumption, which pushes prices higher.

The price of oil is set on the world market. Even the leading producers - the
United States, Saudi Arabia and Russia - don’t get to set the price, although
they might try by adjusting production up or down, a process that takes time
even when it works. U.S. production dropped sharply in 2020, but it wasn’t
because of anything that then-President Donald Trump did; it was because
the pandemic crushed demand, causing producers to idle some of their wells
rather than sell their oil too cheaply. U.S. oil production has doubled since 2011,
but that didn’t stop oil from hitting and surpassing $100 a barrel.

U.S. ail production dipped about 1% from 2020 to 2021, not the dramatic drop
portrayed by some of Biden’s critics. The nationwide average gasoline price
is up about 80 cents from a month ago, and analysts attribute nearly all of
that to the prospect of limiting Russia’s oil exports. McConnell and many other
Republicans pushed to ban U.S. imports of Russian oil even before Biden acted.
The Keystone XL pipeline was designed to carry up to 830,000 barrels of

oil a day from Canada and North Dakota to refineries along the Gulf Coast.
The United States consumed nearly 20 million barrels of oil a day last year,
and global consumption was close to 100 million barrels, so the pipeline -
which was far from completion when Biden revoked a permit - would have
contributed less than 1% to the world supply of oil.

Asked whether the Keystone XL cancellation is the cause of high gas prices,
Tom Kloza, analyst for the Oil Price Information Service, said: “A political
talking point. Has nothing to do with 2022 price surge.”

Biden has announced decisions to release more oil from a strategic reserve,
but those releases have been too small to have any effect on pump prices.

5 THINGS TO DO IN NEO: WELCOME MAY WITH
MAIFEST, CUYAHOGA VALLEY TRAIN RIDE AND

These five events are full of
adventure. From a historic train
trip to an immersive hypnothesis
workshop expect a wild ride.

Cleveland’s Gordon Square.

“Super New Play Special”
Playwrights Local hosts the “Super
New Play Special,” a series of seven
10-minute plays by writers all

“Steam in the Valley” around Northeast Ohio. Shows take
The Cuyahoga Valley Scenic place Friday, May 13, and Saturday,
Railroad and the Fort Wayne May 14, at the Waterloo Arts District

of North Collinwood in Cleveland.
Maifest

The traditional German festival
Maifest comes to Historic Zoar
Village, 16 miles south of Canton.
Celebrate spring with a German

Historical Society bring you back
in time with a ride on the No. 765
Nickel Plate steam locomotive.
Board at the Rockside Station

for a scenic trip into the valley.
Special events run from May

13-22. car show, music and maypole on
Saturday, May 14, from 10 am.to 5

Candlelight Hypothesis pm.

Workshop “Chagall for Children”

Cleveland Public Theatre The Maltz Museum of Jewish

offers a whimsical “Candlelight
Hypothesis Workshop.” The
multilayered performance fuses
dance, music and theater to form
a collaborative guest experience.
The act runs from May 11-21

at the James Levin Theatre in

Heritage welcomes “Chagall for
Children,” a hands-on art display for
children to explore the artwork of
Marc Chagall. The exhibit kicks off
with live performances and more on
Sunday, May 15, from 10 am. to 4 p.m.
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CLEVELAND CLINIC ANNOUNCES $1.3 BILLION
IN PROJECTS, INCLUDING NEW NEUROLOGICAL
INSTITUTE ON ITS MAIN CAMPUS IN
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A rendering depicts the proposed new Neurological Institute the Cleveland

Clinic plans to build on its main campu
Street. Cleveland Clinic

CLEVELAND, Ohio - The
Cleveland Clinic announced
on Friday that it will invest
$1.3 billion in capital projects
including new buildings and
renovation of facilities in Ohio,
Florida, and London.

To help make way for one of the
biggest projects, a new, 1-million-
square-foot Neurological Institute
between East 86th Street and
East 90th Street on its main
campus in Cleveland, the Clinic
said it would demolish the
historic Cleveland Play House
complex at East 85th Street

and Euclid Avenue. The Play
House includes the theater’s
original 1926 building and a 1983
expansion designed by architect
Philip Johnson, a Cleveland
native who became one of
America’s most important 20th-
century architects.

The Clinic acquired the Play
House property in 2009 when
the theater company moved to
Playhouse Square in downtown
Cleveland.

In the Clinic’s announcement, CEO
and President Tom Mihaljevic said
that “our services have never been
in greater demand.”

He said the new construction
projects “reflect the needs of our
organization and will ensure
cutting-edge care for the next
generation of patients. By building,
partnering, and innovating with
technology, we are preparing
current and future caregivers to
deliver the best care.”

The Clinic released a rendering

of the Neurological Institute
building, which will be designed
by London-based Michael Hopkins
Architects and Cleveland-based
Stantec. Cleveland.com and The
Plain Dealer requested a site plan
for the Cleveland projects, but
Clinic did not release one Friday:.

On the main campus, in addition
to the Neurological Institute
building, the Clinic plans to
expand its Cole Eye Institute
building and expand research
facilities through its commitment
to the Cleveland Innovation
District. The district is a joint
project of the Clinic, MetroHealth
System, University Hospitals,
Case Western Reserve University,

s in Cleveland at East 86th

and Cleveland State University to
collaborate on research and job
creation. The State of Ohio and
JobsOnhio invested $200 million in
the project, and the Clinic invested
$300 million.

The new projects announced by the
Clinic will be funded in large part
by philanthropy, and will add more
than 2,000 indirect and 7,500 direct
jobs, the institution said.

The Clinic’s news release stated
that the Neurological Institute will
provide inpatient and outpatient
care, along with imaging and
surgical services and research
laboratories.

The building’s mission will include
investigating the function of the
human brain and developing new
neurological treatments.

Neurological services are currently
located at several locations on

the main Clinic campus, which
stretches across 165 acres between
the Midtown neighborhood and
University Circle. The new facility
is intended to bring neurological
caregivers and services together

in a single place to facilitate
collaboration.

The design and planning of the
project are supported by a $10
million donation from the Charles L.
Shor Foundation, the Clinic said.

In honor of the gift, the Clinic is
naming its epilepsy center The
Charles Shor Epilepsy Center. Work
on the project will begin this year
with the first patient expected to be
seen in 2026. Construction of the
neurological building will require
the demolition of the Clinic’s “P”
building, a surgery center at the
northeast corner of E. 90th Street
and Carnegie Avenue. Also to be
demolished is the attached “PP”
parking garage.

The area to be cleared by the
demolition of the Play House
complex “will initially be used to
support the building of the new
neurological building where all
equipment and vehicles will be
contained on Cleveland Clinic
property during construction,”
the news release said. “This will
ensure that local residents have
uninterrupted access to parking
in their neighborhood during this
time.” Demolishing the Play House is

likely to stir controversy. As of Friday,
3,762 people had signed a Change.
org petition protesting the possibility
of the demolition, first reported

last year by a blogger based on
anonymous SOurces.

The petition stated that the Play
House building and grounds have
historic significance not just for their
design, but for the “long history and
the many people who have graced
its stages and many patrons and
volunteers who have called this
place home.”

Kathleen Crowther, executive
director and president of the
Cleveland Restoration Society, the
city’s leading historic preservation
advocacy group, said that seeing
the Play House complex come down
would be a serious loss.

She urged the Clinic to consider
establishing a fund to preserve
historic churches adjacent to its
campus, including East Mount Zion
Baptist and Liberty Hill Baptist.

“We are a community that is
enriched by these buildings and
places and they do live in people’s
hearts and in their emotions,”
Crowther said.

A Clinic spokesperson declined to
respond to Crowther’s statements.

The Clinic said in its news release
that potential long-term plans for
the Play House site could include
“a new mixed-use neighborhood
development project.”

Further east on the main campus,

at Euclid Avenue, between E. 100th
and E. 105th streets, the Clinic plans
to add 150,000 square feet to its Cole
Eye Institute building, plus additional
renovations. The project will add
additional operating rooms and
procedure rooms.

Donors Jeffrey A. Cole and his wife
Patricia O’Brien Cole have made

a $31 million commitment for the
expanded clinical and surgical
capabilities at the Cole Institute, and
to enhance research and education
there.

The expansion will be named the
Jeffrey and Patricia Cole Building, the
Clinic said.

An additional $10 million grant from
the Timken Foundation of Canton
helped support the planning for

the Cole expansion and established
The Louise Timken Ophthalmic
Education Center, the Clinic said.

A groundbreaking ceremony for
the project will be held on Friday,
May 20, and the completion of the
institute’s expansion is expected at
the end of 2025.

Other capital projects announced by
the Clinic Friday include:

- Mentor Hospital, scheduled to open
in 2023

- Fairview Hospital renovations to

address patient and caregiver
needs

- Weston Hospital in Florida,
expansion of top floor of the bed
tower

- London Hospital in the United
Kingdom, which opened in
March

The Clinic said the new projects
will accompany plans for
400,000 square feet of research
space envisioned in the
Cleveland Innovation District.

The Clinic called the project
the largest research effort in
its history. Its goals include
positioning “Northeast Ohio

at the forefront of pathogen
research and preparing for the
next pandemic.”

A 2019 rendering depicts a glassy new addition to the Cleveland Clinic's Cole
Eye Institute, right. The Clinic said Friday it would break ground on the
expansion in a week. Courtesy Cleveland Clinic

The Cole Eye Institute at the Cleveland Clinic, a Cesar Pelli building, will soon
be expanded. Steven Litt, The Plain Dealer

Architect Philip Jehnson brought together old and new elements in his 1983
design of the Cleveland Play House complex at 8500 Euclid Ave. The Plain
Dealer
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CLEVELAND CLINIC ANNOUNCES $1.3 BILLION IN PROJECTS,
INCLUDING NEW NEUROLOGICAL INSTITUTE ON ITS MAIN
CAMPUS IN CLEVELAND
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Senate minority leader @McConnellPress and GOP
senators @SenJohnBarrasso @JohnCornyn,
@SenatorCollins met with President @ZelenskyyUa in Kyiv.
photo credit: Andrij Sybiha
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Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell and a small group of
Republican senators has met with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy in Kyiv, though it’s
unclear whether the meeting took
place Saturday morning or if the

delegation is still there.

“The visit of the U.S. Senate
delegation with the leader of

the Republican minority in

the upper house of Congress,
Mitchell McConnell, is a strong
signal of bipartisan support for
Ukraine from the United States
Congress, as well as from the
American people,” Zelenskyy
wrote on his official Telegram
channel, alongside a video of him
meeting and shaking hands with
the senators. “Thank you for your
leadership in helping us fight not
only for our country, but also for
democratic values and freedoms.
We greatly appreciate it.”

Sens. Susan Collins of Maine,
John Cornyn of Texas and John
Barrasso of Wyoming joined
McConnell in Kyiv.

Ukraine has made progress in
retaking areas formerly held by

Russian forces, but the length
of the Russia’s war will depend
on the assistance offered by
Ukrainian allies, President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said.
Although Ukrainians are doing
everything they can to resist
and drive out Russia, “no one
today can predict how long this
war will last,” Zelenskyy said in
his nightly address Friday.

“This will depend,
unfortunately, not only on our
people, who are already giving
their maximum,” he said. “This
will depend on our partners,
on European countries, on the
entire free world.”

He said Ukrainian troops

have retaken over 1,000
“settlements” from Russian
control, including six on Friday.
They are attempting to restore
electricity, running water,
telephone communications

and social services to those towns
and villages, Zelenskyy said. He also
said Ukraine on Friday shot down
the 200th Russian aircraft since the
invasion began. Russian shelling in
the eastern Donetsk region, part of
the Donbas region that Russia has
been focused on, was responsible
for a civilian death and 12 injuries on
Friday, Pavlo Kyrylenko, a regional
governor, said.

Russian forces also continued their
attack on the east Friday, attacking new
cities and towns, but failed to take the
towns of Zolote and Kamyshevakha, the
Ukrainian army said.

soldiers gather in a house used as temporary b
ine, Saturday, May 14, 2022. (AP Photo/Berat Ammangt

TWITTER REACTS TO JEFF BEZOS TORCHING BIDEN’S LATEST
PLAN TO TACKLE INFLATION: ‘DANG THEY LOST JEFF°

Jeff Bezos 3
@J)effBezos

<

¥ Joe Biden & @JoeBiden -15h
™ United States government official
You want to bring down inflation?

10:56 PM - May 13, 2022 . Twitter for iPhone

Amazon CEO and Washington
Post owner Jeff Bezos caused
quite a stir on Twitter Friday
when he publicly mocked
President Joe Biden for his latest
solution for inflation.

The world’s second richest man,
behind Elon Musk, responded to
the president’s tweet saying that
making the wealthiest businesses
in the world “pay their fair share”
would solve the inflation crisis
currently gripping America.

On Friday, Biden tweeted, “You
want to bring down inflation?
Let’s make sure the wealthiest
corporations pay their fair
share.” Bezos cracked Biden’s

The newly created Disinformation Board should review
this tweet, or maybe they need to form a new Non
Sequitur Board instead. Raising corp taxes is fine to
discuss. Taming inflation is critical to discuss. Mushing
them together is just misdirection.

Let’s make sure the wealthiest corporations pay their fair share.

tweet, beginning with a dig
against the administration’s new
propaganda department, “The
newly created Disinformation
Board should review this tweet,
or maybe they need to form a
new Non Sequitur Board instead.

“Raising corp taxes is fine to
discuss. Taming inflation is
critical to discuss. Mushing them
together is just misdirection,” he
added, completely trouncing the
president’s idea.

Many Twitter users expressed
shock that Bezos, the man who
owns one of the most prominent
left-leaning newspapers in the
world, would call out Biden in

such strong terms.

Some simply agreed with his
statement, others expressed
frustration that the owner of
The Post, a paper that has
been accused of protecting
Democrats - especially Biden
- is only now speaking out
against Democrat Party policy.

“I don’t like agreeing with
you,” replied ACT for America
founder Brigitte Gabriel.

“Jeff is just p-ssed that the
government Disinformation
Board is taking work from
the newspaper he owns.
That’s the Post’s job,” tweeted
conservative commentator
David Reaboi, mocking Bezos®
paper as the government’s
propaganda outlet. National
Republican Senatorial
Committee digital deputy
director Mike Hahn asked,
“Don’t you own a major
newspaper? What if..and
hear me out..the Washington
Post started to hold this White
House accountable?”

Tennessee congressional
candidate Robby Starbuck
replied to Bezos’ tweet, writing,
“Maybe that newspaper

you own could stop being

a propaganda paper for the ruling
Democrat regime and hold them
accountable for their lies?”

Conservative YouTuber Viva Frei
simply remarked, “The revolution
devours its own.”

“Dang they lost Jeff,” tweeted
Newsbusters contributing writer
Autumn Johnson. Others hit Bezos
from the left.

The Young Turks managing editor
Jonathan Larsen tweeted, “Oh look the
billionaire is telling us what is ‘fine’

to discuss.” Leftist actor John Cusack
shared similar antipathy for Bezos in
his response, which read, “Oh my god
... It’s “ fine to discuss * ? Pay your {-—ing
tax.”

S A RyanGrim &
¥ @ryangrim

Raising taxes to reduce demand and lower inflation is
an econ 101 level concept. We have the dumbest
oligarchs.

Mike Hahn &
@mikehahn_

Don’t you own a major newspaper?

What if...and hear me out...the Washington Post
started to hold this White House accountable?

INDIAN COUPLE SUES SON, HIS WIFE TO DEMAND THEY HAVE A CHILD WITHIN A
YEAR OR PAY $675,000

NEW DELHI - A retired Indian couple is suing their son and daughter-in-law, demanding that they produce a grandchild within a year or pay them
50 million rupees, or $675,000.Sanjeev Ranjan Prasad, a 61-year-old retired government officer, said it was an emotional and sensitive issue for
him and his wife, Sadhana Prasad, and they cannot wait any longer. His son, a pilot, was married six years ago.

“We want a grandson or a granddaughter within a year or compensation, because [ have spent my life’s earnings on my son’s education,” Prasad

told reporters on Thursday.

Prasad said he spent 3.5 million rupees, or $47.300, for his son’s pilot training in the United States.
“The main issue is that at this age we need a grandchild, but these people (my son and daughter-in-law) have an attitude that they don’t think

about us,” Prasad said. “We got him married in the hope we would have the pleasure of becoming grandparents. It has been six years since their
marriage,” Prasad said. “It feels as if despite having everything we have nothing.”
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UKRAINE WAR ROUND-UP:
CARNAGE AT THE RIVER AND A
WAR CRIMES TRIAL

GETTY IMAGES

| A woman shows damage to her flat in the Chernihiv region

The toll of the fighting on both Ukraine’s health sector and Russia’s
invading army made sobering reading on the 79th day of the war.

Russian forces were accused by Ukrainian MPs of completely destroying
more than 100 healthcare facilities since the invasion started on 24
February.

British military intelligence said a single Russian battalion had recently
lost almost all of its armoured vehicles during a failed attempt to cross a
river in the eastern war zone. Aerial images showed dozens of burnt-out
tanks and the remains of a pontoon bridge.

BBC News Russian has been able to verify the deaths of 2,336 Russian
service personnel since the start of the invasion.

Moscow’s forces made gains elsewhere, reportedly taking the
strategically important town of Rubizne.

In Kyiv, Ukraine started its first war crimes trial since the beginning of the
invasion, putting a 21-year-old Russian soldier in the dock and accusing
him of killing an unarmed civilian. Western sanctions on Russia got more
personal when the UK placed travel bans and asset freezes on Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s former wife, Lyudmila Ocheretnaya, and his
alleged current girlfriend, Alina Kabaeva.

And a Russian energy supplier said it would suspend deliveries of
electricity to Finland from Saturday, one day after the Finnish president
said he supported an application for Nato membership.

Learning a new language

An estimated 14 million Ukrainians have fled their homes since the
invasion started. One of the six million or so who moved abroad is nine-
year-old Marharyta, who spoke no English when she first arrived in the
UK from her home city of Lviv.

She and her mum Larysa moved to Manchester after securing visas
through the Ukraine Family Scheme, and now she is happily learning
the new language. The UK government has plans to enrol up to 100,000
Ukrainian children who have fled the war. The National Association of
Head Teachers is calling for urgent counselling support and access to
specialist language tuition.

(] (] (]
Russian arms supplies under question
India has not joined in the international condemnation of Russia’s invasion,
making clear it does not want to take sides.
However, some defence experts believe it may find it has little choice other than to
lessen its dependence on Russian military equipment, given the impact of Western
sanctions.
In the last decade, it has bought more equipment from other countries - noticeably
from France, but also from Israel and the US and, to a lesser extent, the UK.
But Sangeeta Saxena, editor of Delhi-based Aviation and Defence Universe, says
the Indian army will keep buying from Russia - not just because its personnel are
familiar with the equipment, but also because the relationship with Russia has
withstood the test of time.

Why the volatile price of aluminium
matiers

The invasion has tightened global supplies of the metal, pushing up the
price, which had already climbed during the coronavirus pandemic.

“A lot of buyers of aluminium in Europe are almost self-sanctioning and
refusing to touch Russian aluminium if they can,” says Uday Patel, senior
research manager at consultancy Wood Mackenzie.

The metal is used in a bewildering variety of products, from door frames to
aircraft, and some believe supply constraints are likely to continue for some
time.

A war zone entry for Eurovision

This year’s edition of Europe’s glitziest celebration of pop music is marked
by the war in the east, with Russia and Belarus banned from competing and
Ukraine odds-on favourite to win.

Kalush Orchestra will be appearing in Turin on Saturday, fresh from
visiting the war zone.

BBC Ukraine’s Viktoriia Zhuhan joined them as they prepared for the

JOHN LEE: WHAT HONG KONG
CAN EXPECT FROM ‘BEIJING’S
ENFORCER'’

It is a turn of events that, to some, comes as no surprise.

This week, pro-Beijing hardliner John Lee was elected as Hong
Kong’s new leader, replacing Carrie Lam. The 64-year-old former
security chief ran uncontested in the chief executive election, and
was essentially handpicked for the role by a mostly pro-Beijing
election committee.

With China increasingly clamping down on Hong Kong, his
appointment is a clear indication of Beijing’s desire to keep the city
on a tight leash, say analysts.

Beijing’s ‘enforcer’

“John Lee’s background is that of a policeman, a law enforcer,”

says Ian Chong, a political scientist at the National University of
Singapore.

He points out that Mr Lee oversaw the crackdown on Hong Kong’s
2019 protests, and the introduction of the controversial national
security law which prohibits acts of treason, secession, sedition or
subversion against China.

“This suggests that Beijing places its view of law and order at the
front and centre of ruling Hong Kong.”

Dr Professor Steve Tsang of the China Institute at SOAS agrees,
calling Mr Lee “Beijing’s enforcer”.

His appointment confirms that “Beijing intends to have its man in Hong
Kong toe the party line and do what Beijing expects it to do.” Analysts
also say Mr Lee’s lack of popular support leaves little choice for him but
to continue relying on Beijing to secure his political position.

“Given he was one of the top officials responsible for transforming the
Hong Kong police from a respected local institution into the most hated
and despised of government departments, this background does not
give him much of a power base,” said Dr Tsang.

“It means he does not have wide support and is beholden to Beijing for
his office.” Mr Lee is not due to take the reins of power until 1 July.

But in the days following his selection, several individuals - including
90-year-old retired bishop Joseph Zen - were arrested for running

a fund in 2019 to provide legal assistance to detained protestors, on
suspicion that they broke the national security law.

Three of the others were former legislator Margaret Ng, pro-
democracy activist Denise Ho, and academic Dr Hui Po Keung.

Freedom in the city

So what will Hong Kong look like under John Lee?

In a 44-page manifesto, Mr Lee pledged to strengthen governance and
tackle chronic housing problems.

He has also pledged to enact legislation to bolster the national security
law - a move that could potentially see him criminalising other areas
not already covered under the Beijing-imposed law.

“It will be another indicator of a further erosion of Hong Kong’s civil
liberties,” says Kwong Chung Ching, the campaigns coordinator of the
Inter-Parliamentary Alliance on China.

In December last year, pro-democracy media organisation Stand
News was raided by the police, and its senior staff arrested. Mr Lee
had then announced that he supported the move. Numerous other
independent news outlets have closed in Hong Kong - once a beacon
of press freedom in Asia. “Anybody who attempts to make use of media
work as a tool to pursue their political purpose or other interests [and]
contravenes the law, particularly offences that endanger national
security, they are the evil elements that damage press freedom,” Mr
Lee has said. Hong Kong is also more likely to become “more integrated
into the mainland”, says Dr Tsang. “The old Hong Kong, which existed
prior to 2020, will not have a chance of re-emerging.”

A return to former glory?

Mr Lee also faces the daunting task of restoring Hong Kong’s status as a
glittering hub for business and finance, something he vowed to do in his
manifesto. The massive, sometimes violent, protests that erupted in 2019
scared away tourists and spooked investors. Stringent Covid restrictions
felled the economy further, resulting in a 4% economic contraction in the first
quarter of 2022.According to Eurocham, a net 130,000 people have left Hong
Kong since 1 February, with employers reporting difficulties in attracting
talent back into the city. Nearly half of all European businesses and 44% of US
businesses in Hong Kong are considering relocating in the next year.

With a career in the police force spanning more than four decades,
Mr Lee stands in contrast to previous chief executives who had
backgrounds in business and the civil service.

Analysts say it remains to be seen whether he will be able to repair
Hong Kong’s reputation.

Dr Chong argued that a return to business confidence would require a
degree of freedom of information and a restraint on authority.

“Hong Kong used to be able to provide that in ways that the mainland
could not,” he said.

Furthermore, Mr Lee’s appointment raises questions as to whether he
will be expected to fall in line with China’s zero-Covid policy, as Hong
Kong battles one of its worst outbreaks yet.

The city has charted 5,600 deaths in the first quarter of the 2022
alone, compared to just 200 in the first two years of the pandemic,
exacerbated by low vaccination rates amongst the city’s elderly.
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Cars line up for gas outside a Costco
than $4 a gall

The national average gas price

hit a record high, and is expected
to continue rising as the energy
supply crunch in the US. rages on.

lay 11,2022, in Pewaukee,
y Gash /.

The average price for a gallon of
gas hit $4.45 Saturday, according
to AAA Gas Prices. Some states
with higher-than-average prices
include California at $5.92 a
gallon, and Hawaii at $5.32.

Diesel also hit its own highest
recorded cost at $5.56.

The national average retail price
for a gallon of regular gasoline
reached $4.40. However, Andy
Lipow, the president of Lipow Oil
Associates, estimated that the
national average could soon surge
as high as $4.50 per gallon.

Before Russia was hit with
sanctions for invading Ukraine,
threatening the already tight
global oil market, the national
average was at $3.563, according to
Lipow. The Biden administration
canceled one of the most high-
profile oil and gas lease sales
pending before the Department
of the Interior, as Americans face
record-high prices at the pump,
according to AAA.

Within his first week in office,
President Biden signed an
executive order temporarily
suspending new oil and gas
leases on federal lands. The
administration resumed the new
leasing last month following court
challenges against the ban. The
administration is appealing a
ruling in which Judge James Cain,
a Trump appointee, struck down
the ban.

FIRST LOOK: MADE
IN USA SCOUT SUV
AND PICKUP COMING
IN 2026

Volkswagen has confirmed that

it is rebooting the storied Scout
off-road truck brand with a line of
electric SUVs and pickups that will
made in the United States.

VW owns the rights to the

name through its purchase of
Navistar, which is the successor
to International Harvester, the
company that produced the
original Scouts from 1961 to 1980.

SECRETARY

WASHINGTON - Karine
Jean-Pierre is taking over the
most visible supporting role
in the Biden administration,
becoming the president’s
press secretary after Jen Psaki
departs Friday.

Jean-Pierre, who had served as
Psaki’s chief deputy, is the first
Black woman and first openly
LGBTQ person to hold the top
position.

“This is a historic moment, and
it’s not lost on me,” Jean-Pierre
said when her appointment
was announced May b.

Biden had asked Jean-Pierre

in an Oval Office meeting that
afternoon if she would serve as
press secretary.

“Karine not only brings the
experience, talent and integrity
needed for this difficult job,”
Biden said in a statement, “but
she will continue to lead the
way in communicating about
the work of the Biden-Harris
Administration on behalf of the
American people.”

Here’s what led to that
moment: What did Jean-
Pierre do before joining Biden
administration?

Prior to joining the White
House, Jean-Pierre worked as
chief public affairs officer for
MoveOn.org and as an NBC
and MSNBC political analyst.
She was regional political
director for the White House
Office of Political Affairs
during the Obama-Biden
administration and deputy
battleground states director
for President Barack Obama’s
2012 reelection campaign.

Psaki described Jean-Pierre
as a “longtime adviser” to
Biden and his wife, Jill, having
worked with both during the
Obama administration.

“Jill and I have known and
respected Karine a long time
and she will be a strong voice
speaking for me and this
administration,” Biden said

in his May 5 statement. Jean-
Pierre makes history for Black
women, LGBTQ community
Filling in for Psaki in May
2021, Jean-Pierre became the
first Black woman in decades
to lead a White House press
briefing.

Judy Smith, deputy press
secretary to President George
H.W. Bush, was the first Black
woman to do so in 1991 and
was the inspiration behind the
Olivia Pope character in the
hit show “Scandal.” Jean-Pierre
said that she never doubted,
as a woman of color, that

she could be in her current

TE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

THE W

position one day.

“No, not at all. I just worked
hard towards it,” she

told reporters when her
appointment was announced.
“But I understand how hard it
is. I do. We all do. But just keep
working hard towards it.”

Jean-Pierre also said she
understands how important
it is for many people in many
different communities “that I
stand on their shoulders and
[ have been throughout my
career.”

Psaki said her successor will
“give a voice to so many” and
show “what is truly possible
when you work hard and
dream big.”

“Representation matters,” Psaki
said.

Is Jean-Pierre married or have
children?

Jean-Pierre and her partner, CNN
correspondent Suzanne Malveaux,
have a daughter.

Jean-Pierre told The Haitian Times she
was thinking about her daughter and
the future of the country when she
decided to join Biden’s 2020 campaign.

“Ilooked at her and I thought to myself,
‘There is no way I can not get involved
in this election, ” Jean-Pierre told the
paper in 2020. What is Jean-Pierre’s
style?

When Psaki and Jean-Pierre prepared
for the start of the administration, they
discussed how to build what Psaki
called a drama-free workplace, “where
we, on our best days, we're rebuilding
trust with the public.”

Psaki, who has been praised as one

of the best briefers to hold the high-
pressure position, said Jean-Pierre will
bring her “own style, brilliance and
grace to the podium.”

“She is passionate. She is smart and she
has a moral core that makes her not
just a great colleague, but an amazing
mom and human,” Psaki said. “Plus, she
has a great sense of humor.”
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OHIO VOTERS WON'T WEIGH-IN ON
A PROPOSED BALLOT INITIATIVE TO
LEGALIZE MARIJUANA FOR PERSONAL
USE UNTIL AT LEAST NEXT YEAR. THAT
COMES OUT OF A SETTLEMENT BETWEEN
STATE LEADERS AND A GROUP SEEKING
TO MAKE POT LEGAL FOR OHIOANS OVER
21.
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE COALITION TO
REGULATE MARIJUANA LIKE ALCOHOL
SUED TO GET A PROPOSAL ON THIS
YEAR’S BALLOT, IF STATE LAWMAKERS
DIDN’T PASS IT BY MAY 28. THE
LAWSUIT CAME AFTER SEC. OF STATE
FrANK LAROSE, A REPUBLICAN, SAID
THE PETITIONERS MISSED A DECEMBER
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT SIGNATURES
FOR THIS YEAR’S BALLOT. BUT IN A
SETTLEMENT REACHED ONLY A DAY
AFTER THE SUIT WAS FILED, THE
MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION GROUP,
LaRosE, House SpEAKER Bos Cupp
(R-LmvA), AND SENATE PRESIDENT
MatT HurFFMAN (R-LIMA) AGREED
THAT THE PETITIONERS CAN RESUBMIT
SIGNATURES IN JANUARY. IF THE ISSUE
ISN’T PASSED BY NEXT MAY 3, IT CAN GO
BEFORE VOTERS IN NOVEMBER 2023,
AS LONG AS THE GROUP CAN GATHER
ANOTHER 132,887 SIGNATURES.
REPUBLICAN LEADERS HAVE SIGNALED
THEY DON’'T HAVE MUCH INTEREST
IN PASSING LEGISLATION TO LEGALIZE
MARIJUANA. T'WO BILLS HAVE BEEN
PROPOSED, ONE FROM REPUBLICANS AND
ONE FROM DEMOCRATS. THE PROPOSAL
FROM DEMOCRATIC LAWMAKERS
IS ALMOST THE SAME AS THE ONE
FROM THE COALITION TO REGULATE
MARDUANA LIKE ALCOHOL.
WHEN HE ROLLED OUT HIS BILL, REP.
Jamie CALLENDER (R-CONCORD)
MADE NOTE THAT IT WAS THE FIRST
TIME SOMEONE FROM HIS PARTY
HAD PROPOSED A BILL TO LEGALIZE
MARIJUANA FOR PERSONAL USE.
“THERE’S SOME REAL STRONG
ARGUMENTS THAT WERE IN A DIFFERENT
TIME NOW THAN WE WERE, WE KNOW
A LOT MORE AND QUITE FRANKLY
SOCIETY IS IN A DIFFERENT PLACE THAN
IT WAS 20 YEARS AGO,” CALLENDER
SAID.CUPP SAID THERE WOULD BE
“SIGNIFICANT OPPOSITION” TO THE
ISSUE IF IT CAME UP FOR A DEBATE IN
THE OHIO HOUSE BUT ADDED THERE
WOULD ALSO BE SIGNIFICANT SUPPORT
“IN SOME CORNERS” AS WELL. A VOTE
ON LEGALIZING MARIJUANA THIS FALL
COULD HAVE PLAYED A ROLE IN TURNOUT
FOR THE MIDTERM BALLOT, WHICH
INCLUDES KEY RACES FOR GOVERNOR
AND U.S. SENATE. IN A STATEMENT,
THE GROUP’S ToM HAREN WROTE:
“THE MOST IMPORTANT THING FOR US
WAS PRESERVING AN OPPORTUNITY FOR
OHIO VOTERS TO DECIDE THIS ISSUE. WE
ARE DELIGHTED TO HAVE REACHED THIS
SETTLEMENT, WHICH HAS PRESERVED
OUR INITIAL SIGNATURES, PROVIDED
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY WITH A
SECOND OPPORTUNITY TO CONSIDER THE
PROPOSED STATUTE, AND ESTABLISHED
A CLEAR PATH TO BALLOT ACCESS IN
2023. To BE CERTAIN: WE AREN’T
GOING ANYWHERE AND ARE UNDETERRED
IN OUR GOAL TO LEGALIZE CANNABIS FOR
ALL ADULTS IN OHIO.”
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At least 10
dead after
mass
shooting at
Buffalo, New
York, super-
market, AP
sources say

At least 10 people were killed
after a gunman opened fire
with a rifle at a supermarket
in Buffalo, New York, the
Associated Press reported,
citing law enforcement
officials.

The shooting happened at

a Tops Friendly Market in a
crowded suburban area in the
western New York city and
the alleged gunman was taken
into custody after the attack,
Buffalo police said.

Ten people were killed, two
law enforcement officials
told the AP. They were not
permitted to speak publicly
on the matter and did so on
the condition of anonymity.
Further details on the
number of people shot and
their conditions weren’t
immediately available.

The gunman entered the
supermarket with a rifle and
opened fire, one of the officials
told the AP Investigators
believe the man may have
been livestreaming the
shooting and were looking
into whether he had posted a
manifesto online, the official
said. The official cautioned
the investigation was in

its preliminary stages and
that authorities hadn’t yet
discerned a clear motive,

but they were investigating
whether the shooting was
racially motivated.

The supermarket is in

a predominately Black
neighborhood, about 3 miles
north of downtown Buffalo.
The surrounding area is
primarily residential and is
surrounded by homes, along
with a Family Dollar store,
laundromat and fire station.
Witnesses reported the
gunman was wearing military-
style clothing and body armor,
one of the officials said.

Braedyn Kephart and Shane
Hill, both 20, said they’d just
pulled into the parking lot of
the store when they saw the
alleged gunman leaving. The
white male, who they estimate
was in his late teens or early
20s, was wearing camo
clothing and a black helmet
and was carrying a rifle. “He
was standing there with the
gun to his chin. We were like
what the heck is going on?
Why does this kid have a gun
to his face?” Kephart said. He
dropped to his knees. “He

Putin warns Finland joining Nato would be

‘mistake’

vas increased its military budget in recent years

Russian President Vladimir
Putin has warned his Finnish
counterpart that joining Nato
and abandoning Finland’s
neutral status would be a
“mistake”.

He told Sauli Niinist6 there
was no threat to Finland’s
security.

The exchange came during
a phone call made by the
Finnish president, ahead

of a formal request which
Finland is expected to
announce very soon.

Sweden has also indicated its
intention to join the Western
alliance, following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

Finland shares a 1,300-
km (810-mile) border with
Russia. Until now, it has
stayed out of Nato to avoid
antagonising its eastern
neighbour.

Mr Putin did not make a
specific threat of retaliation
over Finland’s move, but the
Russian foreign ministry
has indicated there will be
retaliation. Russia’s decision
to suspended electricity
supplies to Finland is being
seen as an early sign,
however.

In its statement, Russian
energy supplier RAO Nordic
mentioned problems with
payments.

Finland national grid
executive Reima Paivinen
told the BBC the Russian

suspension had not caused any
problems.

He said Russian imports
accounted for around 10% of
national supply, adding that
they could be replaced from
alternative sources.

Following the phone call between
Mr Niinistd and Mr Putin on
Saturday, the Kremlin said the
Russian leader had stressed the
“end of the traditional policy of
military neutrality would be a
mistake since there is no threat to
Finland’s security™.

It added: “Such a change in the
country’s political orientation
can have a negative impact

on Russian-Finnish relations
developed over years in a spirit
of good neighbourliness and co-
operation between partners.”

Mr Niinist6 said he had told

Mr Putin how recent moves by
Russia, along with the invasion

of Ukraine, “have altered the
security environment of Finland”.

“The conversation was direct
and straight-forward and it was
conducted without aggravations.
Avoiding tensions was
considered important,” he said.

A possible stumbling block

to Swedish and Finnish
membership of Nato is Turkey,
after President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan accused both countries
of harbouring “terrorist
organisations” and said he did
not support their applications.

It was seen as a reference to

the Kurdistan Workers’ Party
(PKK), which Turkey regards

as a terrorist organisation. For
decades the PKK has fought with
Turkey for a Kurdish homeland.

Turkey also objects to a Syrian
Kurdish militia called the People’s
Protection Units (YPG) ,which
they say is an extension of the
PKK - even though they have
been allied with the US in the

fight against so-called Islamic
State.

Both Sweden and Finland

have Kurdish communities,

and in Sweden’s case some
parliamentarians have Kurdish
origins. President Erdogan did
not provide any proof that these
communities had links with the
PKK.

Foreign ministers from Sweden,
Turkey and Finland are meeting
to try to iron out their differences.

Ahead of the talks, Turkish
Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu echoed the comments
of his president but signalled a
willingness to talk.

“A big majority of the Turkish
people are against the
membership of those countries
who are supporting PKK terrorist
organization ... but these are

the issues that we need to talk

of course with our NATO allies

as well as these countries,” AFP
quoted him as saying.

Nato, a Western military alliance,
was founded in part to ward off
threat from the Soviet Union in
1949.

President Putin has mentioned
Ukraine’s intention to join the
alliance as one of the reasons for
the invasion of its neighbour.
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ripped off his helmet, dropped
his gun, and was tackled by the
police.”

Police closed off the block, lined
by spectators, and yellow police
taped surrounded the full
parking lot. Mayor Byron Brown
and Erie County Executive
Mark Poloncarz were at the
scene late Saturday afternoon,
gathered in a parking lot across
the street from the Tops store
and expected to address the
media.

New York Gov. Kathy Hochul
said she is “closely monitoring”
the shooting and that she has
offered assistance to those

in Buffalo, her hometown,
according to her Twitter
account.

Mark Poloncarz also tweeted
Saturday afternoon alerting
residents.

“I have been advised of an
active multiple shooting event
at the Tops Markets on Jefferson
Street... Please stay away from
the area,” he tweeted.

Buffalo is New York’s second-
largest city, with a population of
more than 278,000 people.

The shooting came little more
than a year after a March 2021
attack at a King Soopers grocery
in Boulder, Colorado, that killed
10 people.

Biden says baby
formula short-
age to ease In
weeks as U.S.
imports more

e

. . T— i

WASHINGTON, May 13 (Reuters)

- The U.S. baby formula shortage
should improve dramatically in
coming weeks, President Joe Biden
and top officials said on Friday as the
administration scrambled to reverse
a shortfall that hits lower-income
Americans particularly hard.

The United States is working with
manufacturers to allow more
importation of baby formula, Biden
told reporters in the Rose Garden.
“We’re going to be, in a matter of
weeks or less, getting significantly
more formula on shelves,” he said.
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OHIO REPUBLICANS INTRODUCE BILL THAT WOULD
CRIMINALIZE ‘SWATTING'

COLUMBUS, Ohio - A new hill in
the Ohio Senate would criminalize
‘swatting,’ which is when an
individual calls emergency services
and falsely reports a serious crime,
such as a hostage situation, active
shooter or bomb threat. This hoax
has the goal of sending a large
police presence, or a SWAT team, to
approach an unsuspecting victim.

Calling 911 should not be taken
lightly, but law enforcement reported
that the “prank” is causing traumatic
and sometimes deadly incidences.
Numerous cases in Cleveland have
popped up during the pandemic,
with a previous News 5 investigation
finding swatting incidences in
Medina and Bay Village - but those
are only two of the numerous
examples across the state.

Some alleged offenders have lived
in Ohio and caused them in other
areas.

A man in Wichita, Kansas, died

in 2019 after being swatted by
someone in Ohio, according to the
Department of Justice. A Medina
teenager allegedly was involved
in sending police to the home of
the co-founder of the Black Lives
Matter movement, who lives in LA,
according to Medina police. “It is
usually younger gamers, online
people who use technology to
prank 911 and send a heavy armed

response to a scenario that is not
needed,” Jason Pappas, vice president
of the Fraternal Order of Police of Ohio
(FOP), said.

Pappas has seen an increase in
swatting calls since the pandemic
began. Many of the cases he has
seen revolve around technology, but
specifically gaming.

“They’ll call from Ohio and say, ‘Hey,
in California, we were with this other
person online - this is where they live
and this is what’s happening. They're
being held hostage, there’s lots of
guns, there’s drugs,” he added. “When
you get a situation like that, as law
enforcement, obviously you send out
your SWAT teams or a large presence,
lots of officers, and hence the name
swatting.”

The individuals who do this, typically
adolescents or 20-year-olds, in
Pappas’ experience, may think that it
is “funny.”

But it isn’t funny to the person being
swatted or the law enforcement
showing up to what they think is a life-
or-death situation, he said.

“They show up thinking that there’s
this very terrible hostage situation
with guns and then it turns out not
to be true, which obviously can have
all kinds of negative consequences
for both the officers and the people
who have been swatted,” Pappas
added. Not that the “prank” had
never occurred before technology
was widely available, but it has been
increasing for a few years. He hasn’t
heard of many cases recently, but he
knows it is still an issue.

“During COVID, when a lot of kids
were playing online a lot and they

weren’t in school, there seemed to be
a little more of an uptick,” he added.

Because of how relatively new this
phenomenon is, there isn’t actually a
crime specifically designated for the
act.

“Typically, the only recourse we
would have would be to charge
somebody with misuse of 911,” he said.
“The technology has outpaced the law,
it appears.”

State Sen. Andrew Brenner, a
Republican from Delaware, wants to
catch the Ohio Revised Code up.

“Senate Bill 292 will provide another
tool in the toolbox for prosecutors

to address this serious disregard for
safety and resources,” the lawmaker
said in his sponsor testimony in
March 2022. Although he did not
comment Friday about the bill, the
Republican referenced incidences
in his community where two cases
happened within one month of the
other.

“The legislation before you was
introduced at the request of the
Attorney General and as companion
legislation to House Bill 462,” he said.

House Rep. Kevin Miller, a Republican
from Newark, introduced the original
bill with former Rep. Rick Carfagna,
who left his seat as a Republican from
Genoa Township to become the vice
president of government affairs at the
Ohio Chamber of Commerce.

Miller was busy Friday, but talked
about how the gaming community,
specifically live streamers, have made
it popular.

“Perpetrators can watch their pranks
unfold in real time on computer

webcams as officers burst into
residences demanding victims to

get on the ground and/or put their
hands in the air,” Miller said during
testimony in April of 2022. “House Bill
462 aims to deter and appropriately
punish those who choose to engage in
this outrageous behavior.”

Twitch streamers like LosPollosTV,
SummitlG and Koota are among the
many gamers who have been swatted
during livestreams. The companion
bills, which are nearly identical,
would make swatting a third-degree
felony. If someone is hurt in a prank
call, then it could become a first-
degree felony. The bills would also
allow a court to order the offender
to reimburse the law enforcement
response.

“Presently, the only applicable
charges to these situations would be
making false alarms, inducing panic,
menacing or harassment, but they
are all misdemeanor offenses,” Miller
added in his testimony.

Pappas and his organization

haven’t decided on their stance on
the bill, since it is so new, but they

are interested in working with the
Legislature to make sure the bill sends
the right message, he said.

“Once the information is out and
they know that it’s much, much more
serious and is likely to have serious
consequences, I think it would put a
stop to a lot of it,” Pappas added.

As of right now, there are no
outspoken opponents to this bill, but
testimony will be heard at hearings in
both the Senate and the House in the
future.

“Swatting is not cool,” Pappas advised
to those who think the hoax is funny.
“Swatting is a very dangerous activity
and we highly encourage you not

to participate in that kind of activity,
whether it’s online or in-person. Do
not abuse the 911 system or you will
be punished.”

Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan becomes UAE’s president

DUBALI United Arab Emirates (AP) — Rulers in the United Arab Emirates on Saturday unanimously appointed Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan as the autocratic nation’s president, signaling both unity and stability in this key energy-rich country that hosts Western

militaries.

The ascension of Sheikh Mohammed, 61, had been expected after the death Friday of his half-brother and the UAE’s president, Sheikh Khalifa bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, at the age of 73. The transition of power marks only the third time this U.S.-allied nation of seven sheikhdoms has selected a
president since becoming an independent nation in 1971.
Under Sheikh Mohammed, who has been the nation’s de facto leader since Sheikh Khalifa suffered a stroke in 2014, the UAE had tried to project
power militarily across the wider region as it joined a Saudi-led war in Yemen.
But since the lockdowns of the coronavirus pandemic, Sheikh Mohammed and the wider UAE has tried to recalibrate its approach by largely
pulling out of the war and seeking diplomatic detentes with rivals. The UAE also diplomatically recognized Israel, which shares Sheikh
Mohammed’s longstanding suspicion of Iran. However, ties to the U.S. have strained in recent years - something Washington hopes to address
with Vice President Kamala Harris leading a delegation Monday to Abu Dhabi.
The state-run WAM news agency described the vote at Al-Mushrif Palace in Abu Dhabi as unanimous among the leaders of the country’s hereditarily
ruled sheikhdoms, which includes the skyscraper-studded city of Dubai.

“His assumption of the responsibility of the presidency represents a new historical era and a new birth,” said Dubai’s ruler, Sheikh Mohammed

bin Rashid Al Maktoum. “We look forward to the acceleration of development aimed at consolidating the global sovereignty and pioneering of the
Emirates.”There had been only one death of a president before Friday in the country’s history, which saw Sheikh Khalifa take over for both his and
Sheikh Mohammed’s father, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, after his death in 2004. Sheikh Zayed, whose name graces a major highway linking
the Emirates and whose face appears everywhere in the nation, widely remains viewed as the country’s founding father.

The UAE as a whole is observing a three-day mourning period, which will see businesses shut across the country and performances halted in Sheikh
Khalifa’s honor. Electronic billboards all showed the late sheikh’s image in Dubai on Friday night as flags flew at half-staff. A wider mourning period of

40 days will go on beyond that.

Oman’s sultan was among the first leaders to visit Sheikh Mohammed on Saturday night. Others are expected in the coming days, including French
President Emmanuel Macron and British Prime Minister Boris Johnson on Sunday. Harris also will meet with Sheikh Mohammed.

Sheikh Mohammed had been serving as the UAE’s de facto president since a 2014 stroke saw Sheikh Khalifa disappear from public view.

Known by the acronym MbZ, Sheikh Mohammed cultivated ties with the West that proved valuable for Abu Dhabi, the capital of the UAE that
commands tens of billions of dollars in wealth funds from its oil and gas deposits. A U.S. diplomatic cable from 2004 released by Wikil.eaks referred to
him as “charismatic, savvy and very comfortable in the West.” He hosted then-President George W. Bush in 2008 at his desert estate, a visit complete

with Bedouin tents and falcons.
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SHARING THE LEBANESE CULTURE | DIVERSITY WEEK AT
On April 28,2022, Brecksville Broadview Heights High School held a culture night MAG N I F I CAT H IG H SCH OO L °

where students from different nationalities participated to share their culture. So

Sharbel Harb, Reina Katergi, and I, Diana Ghanem, joined to share our unique culture; During the diversity week of April 27, 2022, Magnificat High school
therefore, we organized a Lebanese booth that included several traditional foods, requested Cameo to speak on behalf of the Arabic/middle eastern
instruments, clothes, antiques, and posters that highlight the beauty of our country. community. Pierre Bejjani President of Cameo spoke and addressed
Also, we taught the attendees the traditional Lebanese dance, dabke, while playing the the students and teachers about the Middle East and the different
traditional instrument, the derbake. Culture nights are always a great way to introduce countries and cultures in that region and the relationship with our
people to the different cultures around the world, and as Lebanese it is always our local community.
responsibility to present the best picture of our country and its culture, that we were =
raised upon and promised to cherish and teach others about. ; v-'-,-;l/

- ey LTEY

KUBRA ABBAS ART EXHIBITION, MEMORY IS OUR HOMELAND

Kubra the Iraqui Artist held an Art Exhibition on April 28, 2022 at the Breakforth Studio, 2310 Superior Ave. Cleveland. the title was : Memory is our Homeland,
Many art lovers attended this event along with many community leaders and supporters. A very successful exhibit with a successful Artist that elevate our Arabic
community with her work.

Art Exhibition
MEMORY IS OUR.HOMELAND
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JESRI STONE v
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AND COMMERCIAL

Call Roubir Jesri
(440) 668 2483

27105 LORAIN RD, N. . (440) 777 3200 Q JESRISTONELTD@GMAIL.COM
OLMSTED OH 44070 (440) 777 3007 WWW.JESRISTONE.COM
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COMPLEX IMMIGRATION MATTERS

Dedicated to helpmg people solve their immigration issues.

Put experience and expertise to work for you. We bring deep knowledge of immigration law's

complexities, making the process as simple and painless as possible. To see how we can help
you, visit BrownlmmLaw.com or call 888.861.4414. Where you want to

Celebrate the

Cleveland

Asian Festival

Saturday, May 21,2022
& Sunday, May 22,2022

www.ClevelandAsianFestival.org
No Pets / Masks Recommended
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-~ A Want more
AT s R of these?

Last year alone, our retailer partners earned
more than $186 million selling Ohio Lottery Games.

For information on becoming an Ohio Lottery retailer,
please contact the Sales Department at 216.774.5680

OH!

Play. Earn. Win. LOTTERY.

Lottery players are subject to Ohio laws and Commission regulations. Please play responsibly.

The right education can boost your
lifetime earning power by hundreds
of thousands of dollars. e

. Transfer to
h Associate
Certificates Four-Year
Degrees 1
Institution

Start now with a college education you can afford.

Cuyahoga

Summer classes begin May 31 CO(I:I:)IlIll:gneity

tri-c.edu/startnow

22-0244
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CrossWord

ACROSS

1- Improve one’s class?

11- Quick

16- Alcopop kin

17- Bring out

18- Single, but way too flawed

19- Giant

20- Polish site

21-“GitV”

22- Nucleotide triplet

23- Test for some srs.

24- Cena of “Peacemaker”

25- Mariah Carey holiday hit

27- Resort town named for a native
tree

29- Mixed __

30- Full of nervous energy

33- “The Rotters’ Club” novelist
Jonathan

34- Current events TikTok segment
that V Spehar broadcasts from their
office floor

39- Milne hopper

40- Famished

41- Holiness

44- Etouffée option

47- Arctic wear

48- 1856 Stowe novel

50- Umbrella spoke

52- Word in British placenames
53- Natural satellite

54- “Have it your way”

55- Dong-hyuk who created “Squid
Game”

56- “Can | have a bit more time?”
58- Make one

59- Wheelie bike feature

60- Mascot whose weight is listed as
“Top Heavy”

61- Challenges for a translator,
perhaps

DOWN

1- Chased a pitch

2- Kwanzaa candelabra

3- West

4- Toll

5- Do one’s part?

6- Walks out, say

7- Laurel and Hardy producer

8- First British martyr

9- Scapula neighbor, for short

10- Long start, once

11- Throw again

12- Brand whose website has a “3 Stripe
Life” section

13- Table

14- “Maybe later”

15- Cozy spot

22- Queen’s gambit, for one

24- Raspberry

25- Elizabeth who plays Scarlet Witch in the
MCU

26- Improves, maybe

28- Tense beginning?

29- Eliot title hero

31-“__how I roll”

32- Tax

34- Bear up?

35- “It went straight to voice mail”
36- 2014 memoir subtitled “Stories of Life,
Death, and Brain Surgery”

37- Western Asia native

38- Govt. cybersecurity monitor

42- [I'm so uncomfortable right now]
43- Retailer with a RedCard credit card
45- Bell hooks, for one

46- Time slot with talk shows

48- Part of DKNY

49- “Succession” sibling

51- Tops

53- Happy __

54- Make one

55- “Let me think ...

56- “Full Frontal” network

57- D.C. player62-Modern prefix
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Aries

For you, the biggest news of the month-and maybe even the
entire year-is Jupiter entering your sign, where it will stay
until October 27. This move heralds a big period of growth

for you, in which the universe will assist you in expanding
your ambition for success. On another note, Mercury beings

its retrograde in your third house of communication, loading
your mind with thoughts for the first ten days of the retrograde.
When making plans and communicating with people, make
sure you understand really well what the other person’s point
of view is before going off the deep end.

Happy birthday, Taurus! With the Sun illuminating your
sign for most of the month, May is a huge month for you.
Right now, the universe will be pushing you to make

big changes that will assist you in the process of self-
actualization. Be open to synchronicities as well as doing
and seeing things from different perspectives. The May
156 lunar eclipse brings imminent change to some of your
closest bonds. This is how Mercury retrograde entering
your sign on May 22 can be so helpful when it comes

to reviewing the reasons why you invest your time and
energy in certain people.

Gemini

May is a month of huge introspection for you, Gemini. This
month’s cosmic shenanigans happen in your sector of
subconscious mind, asking you to slow down and recharge.
Your planetary ruler, Mercury, also goes retrograde starting
May 10, asking you to take a hard look at how you carry
yourself socially. The energy does shift on May 20 as the
Sun enters your sign and with it, comes a moment of clarity.
May 21 could be the day you receive all the enlightened
responses to your burning questions, so definitely spend
some time attuning to your intuition during this time.

Cancer

Your career goals receive help from the universe this
month as both Venus and Jupiter instigate you to go after
your dreams. What you begin now could have fabulous
long-term effects for the rest of the year, Cancer, so make
sure to channel this influence. Black Moon Lilith, the
iconic divine feminine planetary archetype is now in your
sign. And for the rest of the year, you might be feeling a
rebellious streak building up inside of you. Follow it and
allow this goddess to show you the gift of living a more
mystical and spiritual life.

Leo

Get ready for change, Leo! Your planetary ruler, the Sun,
will be traveling very close to wild child Uranus and the
Lunar North Node of Destiny. Karmic forces will open
and close doors-and unexpected events will time-travel
you to places you never even imagined. As life moves

at such speed, remember that life is more fun when you
lose control and allow the universe to surprise you. Stay
grounded and attuned to your intuition, because the
month of May has the gift of creative genius for you. All you
have to do is free your mind!

Virgo

The month of May is set to be quite eventful for you as
your planetary ruler, Mercury, retrogrades in your tenth
house of career and public reputation. You hold high
standards, Virgo, so get ready to make revisions and edits
to your current projects, especially between May 10 and
May 22. If you are reconsidering applying for a job or
position you did not previously land, this transit could

represent a second chance. If you own your own business,

this is the perfect month to reconsider your target
audience, the ways you approach it, and begin to make
the necessary adjustments.
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Libra

The month of May holds a lot of relationship

energy for you, Libra. Your planetary ruler, Venus,
spends most of the month in Aries, your sector of
relationships. This placement of the goddess of love
will require some work on your part, especially
when it comes to healing underlying issues within
some of your most important bonds. Mercury
retrograde in Taurus between May 22 and June 3
will help you go deep and get to the bottom of things.

Scorpio

May is one of the most important months in your
2022 storybook, Scorpio. Saturn, the teacher planet,
has been bringing you lessons for the past few
months-and in May, his lessons reach a climax.
This is one of those times in which the universe
might request you to step up to the plate, and we all
know these moments are what you were made for!
Lean into the empowering feeling of liberation at
this powerful lunation, because what the universe
desires the most, is to set you free.

Sagittarius

If you've been feeling low lately, this shift could
certainly feel like an injection of energy. Since

it will be activating your fifth house of fun and
romance, it could certainly be good for your love
life. Play and have fun, Sagittarius-and know
that this astrological combination is more about
exploring than committing to something serious.

Capricorn

Healing is a big theme for you with Venus and
Jupiter activating Chiron in your fourth house of
home and family over the month ahead. While at
first, it might be hard to approach certain subjects,
this combination of planets can bring the type of
healing that eventually generates growth as well
as closeness. On a more practical note, Mercury
begins its retrograde in your sixth house of
routine, bringing you the perfect opportunity to
fine-tune your daily habits so they work better for
you.

Aquarius

Aquarius, you also get to call May one of your
most important months of the year. You have
been learning so much this year-and in May, the
universe might quiz you once again! The very
good news is that you have the gift of strategy
and wisdom with asteroid Vesta traveling so close
to Saturn in your sign. You also have the gift of
gab as mighty Jupiter enters your third house

of communication, where it will stay until late
October. Nothing can stop you this month!

Pisces

For you, dear Pisces, the biggest news of the month
is Jupiter leaving your sign on May 10. If you have
been loving its expansive transit, know it will
return later in the year. But if the energy has been
just too much for you, then get ready to breathe

a sigh of relief. The beginning of this month’s
Mercury retrograde will affect your sector of
home and family, which might help you to become
aware of the negative thought patterns that are up
for renewal.
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Syriana Mediterranean Cuisine

FLAVORS FROM THE
MIDDLE EAST WITH AN
AMERICAN FLAIR

26920 Center Ridge Rd. Westlake, Ohio 44145
Sunday — Thursday 11:00 AM — 12:00 AM
Friday & Saturday 11: 00 AM - 1:00 AM

WwWw.syrianacuisine.com
440-455-9903

AA HALAL SWEETS
Lwadll

© 4606 W 130TH ST. CLEVELAND,OH 44135 )216.331.3518

Liad El-Hayek, D.M.D

Emergencies

Most Insurances Accepted
* Dentures * Extractions
* Crowns-Bridges * Tooth Whitening
* Gum Treatments  « Cosmetic Dentistry

* Implants ”"
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= "N Z Dentist

19680 Center Ridge Rd.
Rocky River, OH 44116
216-251-4474

LEBANESE ELECTION IN
CLEVELAND

The Lebanese Parliamentary election took place on May 8, 2022 in the USA
and many other countries, the Lebanese community in Cleveland was very
vibrant and well involved in the process. Here are some pictures of the
Election Day.
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