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Prices continue to rise—here’s what’s getting
the most expensive

Consumers are paying a little bit more for just about everything than
they did a month ago, and significantly more than they did for the same [
goods in 2020. A
The consumer price index, which measures changes in how much
Americans pay for certain goods and services, rose 04% in September,
the Labor Department reported Wednesday, driven largely by i
increases in food, shelter and gasoline. Year-over-year, prices increased §8
54%, the largest jump since January 1991.

It’'s a continuation of an inflationary trend consumers have experienced §&
for nearly all of 2021. Here’s how much prices have increased over the past year in key categorles accordlng to
the Labor Department:

Rental cars: 42.9% - Gas: 42.1% - Used cars: 24.4% - Hotels: 18% - TVs: 12.7% - Furniture: 11.2% - Meats, poultry, fish
and eggs: 10.5% - New cars: 8.7% - Appliances: 71% - Electricity: 5.2% - Restaurant prices: 4.7% - Rent: 29%

What’s causing inflation

The swings in price can largely be attributed to the Covid-19 pandemic, for a number of reasons. Car prices, for
example, are being pushed up thanks to a combination of an ongoing chip shortage and low inventory, among
other factors. At the same time, airfare and other travel expenses look so much more expensive today relative to
2020 because no one was flying a year ago, thus depressing prices.

While economists have insisted for months that inflation is temporary, prices have continued ticking up.
Everyday Americans are left feeling the sting in their bank account today: Wages grew just 4.6% in September
compared to a year prior, far below the 54% year-over-year price increase.

“While some of the so-called transitory factors like used car prices, airfares and apparel continue to ease after
sharp run-ups in earlier months, inflation is broadening out,” says Greg McBride, chief financial analyst at
Bankrate.

McBride says that increased housing prices are especially worrisome for the average family. “The rise in shelter
costs will exacerbate the negative financial impact so many households are feeling from higher prices,” he says.
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05 i IMF warns on inflation,
says the Fed and others
should be prepared to
tighten policy

Central banks such as the Federal Reserve

should be prepared to tighten policy

in case inflation gets out of control, the

International Monetary Fund warned in a

report Tuesday.

T
i She co-founded a $1
billion fintech start-up
in Asia — and wants to
show other women they

can too

Tessa Wijaya describes herself as “a
unicorn among unicorns among unicorns.”
As an Indonesian woman running a $1
billion financial technology start-up in
Southeast Asia, she is a rather rare breed.
Women leaders in tech are uncommon.
This is especially true in fintech, where
they hold 7% of leadership positions. But
Wijaya said she is hoping that will change
by showing more women and girls they
can follow the path less traveled.

“I really do want to encourage more
women to be in tech,” the millennial
entrepreneur told CNBC Make It.
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Kent State University prepares
students to enter airline pilot
field as jobs continue to open

KENT, Ohio - While air travel
numbers are still lower than pre-
pandemic levels, more passengers
are opting to fly once again.

According to data from the
Transportation Security
Administration, over the past week,
more than 14 million people have
been screened at airports across
the country. But the reality is, the
commercial pilot industry is facing a
serious shortage.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics is
projecting employment of pilots

to grow about 13% within the next
decade. The average growth rate for
all occupations is 8%. And the latest
figures from Boeing predict 612,000
new pilots will be needed in the next
20 years.

Delta Airlines said they’re aiming to
hire more than 1,000 pilots before
next summer as air travel recovers.

A local collegiate program is
doing its part to prepare the next
generation of pilots.

Kent State University’s College of
Aeronautics and Engineering offers
a Bachelor Of Science degree in
aeronautics with a professional
pilot concentration. The program
currently has more than 300
students enrolled. The assistant
dean of flight and operations,

Brian Neff, said with the current

climate - now is the time to join the
aeronautics program.

“There’s projected to be, I should

say, a shortage of pilots over the next
20 years so that’s going to be a big
demand,” Neff said. “So the future of
programs like ours is strong because
it seems like the job opportunities are
out there.”

Neff said the shortage can be
contributed to two main factors.
Commerecial airline pilots must retire
when they turn 65, set forth by the
FAA. That rule coupled with pilots
taking incentives to retire during the
pandemic has created a deficiency
of commerecial airline pilots.

“Those kind of compound with each
other and that’s kind of forced a
pilot issue - a pilot shortage moving
forward,” he said.

Netff said the program at Kent State is
currently holding strong with student
enrollment. The assistant dean said
the college was bracing for a slow
down, or even flat line, in enrollment
due to the pandemic, however, he
said the opposite happened.

“Really it shot up a lot faster than we
thought it would,” he said. “From a
marketing standpoint, it’s a lot easier
to bring students in when they know
they have a job waiting for them at
the end.”

Neff said prospective students

understand the shortage and are
taking the necessary routes to
achieve their dream job faster. Like
flight instructor Brian Carnprobst.

“T've always wanted to fly and that’s
been a dream since a little kid,”
Carnprobst said.

Carnprobst graduated from Kent
State’s program last spring. He

is currently working to earn his
airline transport pilot certificate.
It requires 1,000 hours or more of
flight time. It’s the final milestone
before beginning an airline pilot
career.

“It was college and it was a lot of
work but it didn’t feel like that at
the same time because [ was out
here doing whait I enjoyed.” he said.

As a flight instructor at Kent

State, Carnprobst spends his day
working with undergraduate
students to earn his 1,000 hours of
flight time.

“Every time a student comes in, it
just depends what course they’re
in, I'll do a ground school, a flight

with them or a simulator;,” he said.

Neff said the Kent State University
Airport and FedEx Aeronautics
Academic Center, which opened in
2019, gives students in the program
aleg up in their respective field.
The university’s fleet is the largest
collegiate fleet in Ohio, comprised
of 34 airplanes and five simulators.
The university said the new facility
resulted in a 93% enrollment
growth in the Professional Pilot

program in just three years.

“Northeast Ohio is a challenging
environment,” Neff said “We have

a lot of dynamic weather that
changes pretty quick so that’s one
advantage our students have. To
experience that weather over the
course of four or five years. And so
when they get to their jobs they feel
very comfortable out there in the
industry.”

Carnprobst said while the
COVID-19 pandemic slowed his
path slightly, he’s putting in the
work necessary to achieve his
dreams as a Delta pilot.

While a flight instructor,
Carnprobst is also enrolled in

Kent State’s Delta Propel Program.
The program, offered to collegiate
aviation students, is an accelerated
timeline to becoming a Delta

pilot. Only 14 collegiate aviation
programs are partnered with Delta
to offer the program. Kent State is
one of the partners. The Propel
program offers pilots meeting the
requirements to progress through
their career route to Delta in 42
months or less.

“I know that there’s the path that I
want still available,” he said. “With
the demand of pilots in the major
airlines, it’s still an accelerated
path. But people tend to be going in
less time than they used to be.”
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U.S. Coal Use Is Rebounding Under Biden Like It Never Did With Trump

U.S. utilities are on track to burn 23% more coal this year as the global energy crisis lifts demand for fossil fuels.

Donald Trump vowed to revive the coal
industry, but it’s President Joe Biden
who’s seeing a big comeback of the
dirtiest fossil fuel.

U.S. power plants are on track to

burn 23% more coal this year, the first
increase since 2013, despite Biden’s
ambitious plan to eliminate carbon
emissions from the power grid. The
rebound comes after consumption by
utilities plunged 36% under Trump,
who slashed environmental regulations
in an unsuccesstul effort to boost the
fuel.

That’s going to increase emissions at

a time when Biden and other world
leaders prepare to gather in Scotland
in a few weeks, hoping to reach a deal
on curbing fossil fuels in a last-ditch
effort to save the world from climate
change. The boom is being driven by
surging natural gas prices and a global
energy crisis that’s forcing countries
to burn dirtier fuels to keep up with
demand. It’s also a stark reminder that
government policy can steer energy
markets, but it can’t control them.

“Over the short term, the market will
always dominate,” said Jeremy Fisher,
senior adviser for the Sierra Club’s
environmental law program.

Biden’s Coal Rebound
U.S. utilities are burning more of the
fossil fuel this year.
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As the world emerges from the
coronavirus pandemic, reopening
economies are driving a huge rebound

for power demand. But natural gas
is in short supply, creating shortfalls
at a time when wind and hydro have
been unreliable in some regions.
Europe and Asia have been hit the
worst, with skyrocketing markets,
blackouts in places like India, power
shortages in China and the threat of
outages in other countries. Energy
prices are also soaring in the US.,,
though not to the same extremes.

The situation is driving up coal
demand around the world, and in the
U.S,, utilities are cranking up aging
power plants and miners are digging
up as much as they can.

The shift means that coal will

supply about 24% of U.S. electricity
this year, after falling to 20% in

2020, an historic low after years of
efforts to push utilities toward clean
power and amid cheap natural

gas supplies. That resurgence may
look even more extreme when the
Energy Department releases its latest
monthly report Wednesday.

“Markets Have Spoken’
“The markets have spoken,” said Rich
Nolan, chief executive officer of the
National Mining Association. “We’re
seeing the essential nature of coal
come roaring back.”

In 2021, the U.S. utilities are poised to
burn 536.9 million short tons of coal,
up from 436.5 million in 2020, the
Energy Information Administration
forecasts.

Coal from the central Appalachia
region has climbed 39% since the
start of the year to $75.50 a ton, the
highest since May 2019. Prices in
other regions are lower, but also on
the rise.

Sponsored Content
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In a World Fighting Climate Change,
Fossil Fuels Take Revenge

Demand for coal will likely remain
strong into next year, said Ernie
Thrasher, CEO of Xcoal Energy &
Resources, the biggest U.S. exporter of

the fuel. Supply is already constrained,

and Thrasher said he’s hearing some
utilities express concern that they
may face fuel shortages over the next
several months as colder weather
pushes energy demand higher to heat
homes.

“It won’t be easy this winter,” he said.

Kevin Book, managing director of
research firm ClearView Energy
Partners, said the current crisis has
added fodder to the debate over
efforts to move away from coal.

Coal mining and generating capacity
declined 40% over the past six years,
according to B. Riley Securities.

Similarly, Biden’s policies will likely
eventually lead to further reductions
in coal use. He’s pursuing structural
changes including tax incentives
and new market rules that will drive
decisions at energy companies.

“The transition is well underway, but it
won’t be over tomorrow,” said Dennis
Wamsted, an analyst for the Institute
for Energy Economics and Financial
Analysis.

(Michael Bloomberg, the founder and
majority owner of Bloomberg LP, the
parent company of Bloomberg News,
has committed $500 million to launch
Beyond Carbon, a campaign aimed at
closing the remaining coal-powered
plants in the U.S. by 2030.)

SHARP SURGE IN ENERGY PRICES THREATENS ECONOMIC
RECOVERY AND IS ALREADY SLOWING GROWTH

KEY POINTS

- As energy prices race higher, risks to the economic recovery are rising and growth could be slower than forecast.

- Economists say the energy surge is still far from the kind of “oil shock” that could trigger a recession, but the trend is

troubling and much higher prices could spook consumers and slowspending.
- A perfect storm of energy shortages and high demand has made the outlook uncertain for energy prices globally.
Some analysts say a cold winter could make the problems even worse.

Energy prices are surging, and the
economy is already feeling the pinch
of higher fuel costs though it is far
from stalling out.

There is an unusual coincidence

of much higher oil, natural gas and
coal prices, combined with other
rising commodities and supply chain
disruptions. That perfect storm of
shortages and higher prices begs the
question of whether the economy
could go into a serious tailspin or
even a recession.

Economists say, for now, the jump in
prices is not the type of oil shock that
will turn US. growth negative, but
there will be economic consequences
of higher energy costs, particularly in
places like Europe where natural gas
prices have skyrocketed.

“Periods of trending oil prices tend
not to be a problem,” JPMorgan chief
economist Bruce Kasman said. “The
periods of spiking oil prices tend to

be what gets you into trouble. They
tend to be largely supply driven,
and they tend to have disruptive
elements that are more broad in
terms of their potential drags on
growth.”

“We do have arise in energy that
will be a drag on fourth quarter
growth,” he added. “It’s not at a
point where we’re warning about
recession, but it’s at the point where
you have to worry about it hurting
growth in a material way.”

West Texas Intermediate crude
oil Price per barrel
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source: FactSet. Data Is monthly and as of 10:50 a.m. ET on Oct. 12, 2021,

American consumers have already
been paying up for gasoline, and
heating and electricity costs could
rise more this winter. Qil prices

are up more than 65% this year so
far, while natural gas prices have
jumped more than 112% since
January.

“We’re looking at GDP growth in the
4% to 6% range ... We would have to
see massive doubling and tripling
of oil prices for it to have such a
bad effect that we go ... to negative
growth,” said Anwiti Bahuguna,
head of multi-asset strategy at
Columbia Threadneedle.

Since last October, gasoline prices
have risen about $1.10 per gallon,
and are now at $3.27 per gallon

of unleaded, according to AAA.

Qil prices were depressed and
even turned negative when the
pandemic shut down the economy
in 2020. Now, forecasts for $100 oil
are getting more common, as West
Texas Intermediate oil futures trade

above $80 per barrel for the first time
since 2014.

“What’s different about this is normally
it’s oil that leads an energy crisis, but in
this case it’s the tail that’s being wagged
by natural gas, coal and renewables,”
said Daniel Yergin, vice chairman of [HS
Markit. “Oil is filling in to make up for the
fact that [liquified natural gas] is maxed
out and wind in Europe has been a lot
lower than normal”

Trouble brewing in energy
markets

Yergin said oil will likely remain under
pressure, and within several months
about 600,000 to 800,000 barrels a

day could be used as a substitute for
natural gas in Europe and Asia, where
supplies are short. Oil can be substituted
for electricity generation and in some
manufacturing.

Citigroup forecasts a winter price shock
that could see natural gas prices in
Europe average over $30 per one million
British thermal unit in the fourth quarter
and over $32 in Asia. But Citi energy
analysts also say if there is a very cold
winter that could spike as high as $100
mmBtus, the equivalent of about a $580
barrel of oil. By comparison, U.S. natural
gas futures are currently trading at $5.25
per mmBtu.

Coal prices have also been rising and
supplies are short, creating a power
supply crunch in China. The country
burns coal to generate electricity, but
the inventory at its power plants faced
a 10-year low in August. That has also
increased the demand for natural gas.

“While China unambiguously needs as
much coal as it can get its hands on to
avert a [fourth-quarter] slowdown due to
the tyranny of rolling power shortages,
geopolitical tensions with Australia have
waylaid the most convenient source of
high-calorific coal from Down Under;,”
Vishnu Varathan, head of economics and
strategy for Asia and Oceania treasury
department at Mizuho, said in a recent
note.

Economists say the rise in energy prices
would have to be sharper and much
more prolonged to cause a recession.

Bernstein energy analysts looked at past
periods where prices rose sharply, and
found that recessions followed periods
where energy costs were at 7% of global
GDP, as they reached in October.

They note the probability of recession
rises when the energy costs stay above
that level for a period, greater than a
year.

“While the recent spike in energy costs
may prove transient, a protracted period
of energy costs [greater than a year]

or further rise in oil to over US$100/

bbl could trigger a slowdown in global
economic growth as disposable income
gets squeezed,” Bernstein analysts wrote.

Even though the share of energy costs
is the highest in nearly a decade, on an
annual basis it is still 5.2% of GDP so far
in 2021, and that is not yet a dangerous
level, they added.

“Annual energy costs as a percentage
of GDP are above the 30-year average
of 4.4%, but below that of 1979 or 2008
when annual energy costs reached
over 7% of GDP,” the Bernstein analysts
wrote. “If energy prices rises prove to
be transient, then the risk of an energy
induced recession remains low.”
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IMF WARNS ON
INFLATION, SAYS THE
FED AND OTHERS
SHOULD BE PREPARED
TO TIGHTEN POLICY

ey |

Central banks such as the Federal
Reserve should be prepared to tighten
policy in case inflation gets out of
control, the International Monetary
Fund warned in a report Tuesday.

While the IMF said it largely concurs
with assessments from the Fed and
many economists that the current
global spate of price increases
eventually will ease, it noted there

is “high uncertainty” around those
forecasts.

The cautionary tone mentioned the U.S.,
as well as the UK. and other developed
economies, as places where “inflation
risks are skewed to the upside.”

“While monetary policy can generally
look through transitory increases

in inflation, central banks should be
prepared to act quickly if the risks of
rising inflation expectations become
more material in this uncharted
recovery, Gita Gopinath, the IMF’s
economic counselor and director of
research, said in an executive summary
accompanying the report.

“Central banks should chart contingent
actions, announce clear triggers, and
act in line with that communication,”
she added.

Fed officials have said that the primary
weapon to fight inflation is hiking
interest rates. The U.S. central bank has
not raised rates since 2018.

The warning was part of the IMF’s
quarterly update on global economic
conditions. The fund slightly
downgraded the outlook for global
growth this year, but slashed the US.
GDP forecast by a full percentage point
from its July outlook, albeit to a still
robust 6% that is ahead of the 5.2%
forecast for all developed economies.

With inflation running around a 30-
year high in the US,, the Fed has had

to wrestle with when to start pulling
back the extraordinary policy help it
has provided since the Covid pandemic
crisis began in early 2020.

Though the IMF did not single out the
Fed, much of its assessment on inflation
indirectly addresses a major policy
adjustment the U.S. central bank made
in September 2020, when it said it
would be willing to allow inflation to
run hotter than normal in the interest
of generating full and inclusive
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employment.

That type of policy carries some
danger with it if inflation expectations
start to surge, the IMF said.

“In settings where inflation is rising
amid still-subdued employment rates
and risks of expectations de-anchoring
are becoming concrete, monetary
policy may need to be tightened to get
ahead of price pressures, even if that
delays the employment recovery,” the
report said.

Waiting for employment to rebound
more strongly “runs the risk that
inflation increases in a self-fulfilling
way, which then would undermine Fed
policy, the IMF said.

The Fed uses what it calls “forward
guidance” to paint a clear picture to the
public about what its future intentions
are and what criteria it will use to
change policy. In its warning, the IMF
said communication will be key to
avoid disruptive shocks to the economy
from changes in policy course.

“The unprecedented conjuncture
makes transparent and clear
communication about the outlook for
monetary policy even more critical,”
the report said.

JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon

is among those who see inflation
cooling, saying Monday that he expects
the supply chain issues that have
contributed to price surges to clear up
in 2022.

More information about the current
US. inflation picture comes Wednesday
with the release of the consumer price
index for September. Economists
expect that prices of a basket of
common consumer goods rose 0.3% for
the month, bringing the year-over-year
gain to 5.3%.

CHINA ISN'T THE
ONLY HUGE ASIAN
ECONOMY WITH A
COAL SHORTAGE NOW

China is not the only Asian giant
grappling with an energy crunch -
India is also teetering on the edge of a
power crisis.

Most of India’s coal-fired power
plants have critically low levels of
coal inventory at a time when the
economy is picking up and fueling
electricity demand.

Coal accounts for around 70% of
India’s electricity generation.

A potential power crisis would likely
have an immediate impact on India’s
nascent economic recovery which
is being led by industrial activity
instead of services, according to
Kunal Kundu, India economist at
Societe Generale.

Government data showed that as

of Oct. 6, 80% of India’s 135 coal-
powered plants had less than 8 days
of supplies left — more than half of

those had stocks worth two days or
fewer.

By comparison, over the last four
years, the average coal inventory that
power plants had was around 18 days
worth of supply, according to Hetal
Gandbhi, director of research at ratings

firm CRISIL, a subsidiary of S&P Global.

“You should see the stock levels going
up to 8 to 10 days again by December,”
Gandhi told CNBC. “But clearly, they
will not go up anywhere close to 18
days even by March. Close monitoring
will be needed for the next six
months.”

State-run Coal India, which accounts
for over 80% of India’s coal output,
reportedly said last month it would
ramp up supplies to utilities to address
the coal shortage in power plants.

How did we get here?

A combination of supply factors and
falling coal imports led to the current
crisis, commentators told CNBC.

India saw a spike in power demand
between April and August. It came

as the economy regained momentum
following a devastating second wave of
Covid-19.

The economic recovery was sharper
than what many had anticipated,
according to Gandhi.

Thermal power companies have had
lean coal inventories and did not
anticipate the spike in power demand
this year, Gandhi explained.

Other sources of electricity generation
- such as hydropower, gas and nuclear
- also declined.

Gandhi said an unevenly distributed
monsoon season was one of the
factors. Less rainfall in some areas
adversely affected the production of
hydropower, or water power.

Some other factors included a sharp
increase in gas prices as well as
maintenance shutdowns at nuclear
power plants, she said. All of that led
to an increase in coal-fired power
generation.

Logistical issues due to the monsoon
season also constrained coal supply,
despite there being enough pithead
stocks available at Coal India, Sandeep
Kalia, principal analyst at Wood
Mackenzie, told CNBC.

A pithead refers to the top of a
mineshaft where most of the mined
coal is kept before being transported
to power companies. Rainy season
typically makes that transportation
more difficult as many routes tend to
flood.

Why is coal supply running out?
India is the world’s third-largest coal
importer despite having a large coal
reserve. However, a widening gap
between soaring international coal
prices and domestic coal prices saw
imports decline sharply in recent
months.

As supply fell, demand also rose.
Coal imports by power plants fell
456% in July and August compared
to the same period last year while
India’s non-power sectors grew more
dependent on domestic coal, Kalia
said. Non-power industries such as
aluminum, steel, cement and paper

typically burn large quantities of coal
to produce heat.

Decline in electricity generation by
coastal power plants, which rely on
imported coal, added more pressure
on domestic coal-based power plants
to ramp up output, he added.

Even then, coal imports were
hamstrung by supply disruptions due
to the pandemic and logistics issues,
according to the CRISIL's Gandhi. For
example, transportation costs are
rising due to a higher demand for
shipping and congestions at ports as
the world economy slowly recovers
from the pandemic.

India’s domestic coal is also of a lower
heating value - which means more

of it is needed to substitute imported
coal, thus adding further pressure on
domestic power plants, she said.

Coal prices in India are mostly
decided by the state-owned Coal
India. So when international prices
increase, domestic prices do not rise
as substantially since it would affect
power prices and inflation - utility
companies are unable to pass on
higher costs to most consumers.

Since power is subsidized for most
farmers and many households in India,
the burden of higher coal prices will
mainly fall on industrial consumers
who account for only 25% to 30% of
power consumption, according to
Gandhi.

“Whenever imported prices go

up substantially, the incentive for
domestic manufacturers to import coal
and produce power is on the lower
side,” she said.

What could happen next?

The energy supply crunch could last
as long as six months, India’s Power
Minister Raj Kumar Singh reportedly
warned.

With the festive season in India starting
this month, where consumption tends
to reach its peak, power demand could
rise further - and the situation could
be exacerbated if global demand for
Indian exports increase substantially.
For its part, Coal India has reportedly
ramped up supplies to try and offset
some of the shortage.

“If demand goes up substantially, I
don’t know what could be the steps,
but you could look at steps like they
may bring about curb on exports in
sectors which are power-intensive in
nature,” said Gandhi.

Indian authorities sought to allay fears
of a supply crunch.

The Ministry of Coal said Sunday that
the country has sufficient coal to meet
power plant demands and that fears
of disruption in power supply are
“unfounded” and “erroneous.”

“The coal available at the power
plants is a rolling stock which gets
replenished by the supplies from the
coal companies on a daily basis,” the
ministry said. “Therefore, any fear of
coal stocks depleting at the power
plant end is erroneous. In fact this year,
domestic coal supply has substituted
imports by a substantial measure.”
“Given India’s massive dependence on
thermal power, we might see domestic
coal suppliers diverting their supply
to the thermal power plants away
from industries like steel, cement etc,”
Societe Generale’s Kundu told CNBC
by email. “Any which way, there will be
a short-term dent in activities.”

“There is a likelihood of electricity
prices rising as higher priced coals
would have to be imported, potentially
fueling inflationary pressure,” Kundu
added.
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Lebanon suffers 24-hour blackout,
food poisoning, business closures

amid fuel crisis

Lebanon suffered a total power
outage over the weekend, leaving

its population of 6 million without
centrally generated electricity for 24
hours. The state electricity company
said in a statement that the shutdown
of the country’s two main power
stations, due to fuel shortages, had
“directly affected the stability of the
power network and led to its complete
outage, with no possibility of resuming
operations in the meantime.”

Power returned late Sunday after

the central bank granted the energy
ministry $100 million in credit to buy
fuel and keep its plants operating.
Officials had warned the outage was
likely to last several days.

The crisis is creating a nightmare for
the country’s residents, but has been a
long time in the making.

Gas shortages might sound familiar
-the UK. and the rest of Europe are

in the throes of a mounting fuel crisis,
which has induced panic-buying and
erratic behavior among many who had
never imagined facing such shortages.
But for Lebanon, the same problem
has been a reality for months - it’s

just another battle in the long list

of crises that have left the country
with multiple daily power outages,

a banking and economic crisis, food
shortages, overwhelmed hospitals,
and a spiraling currency relying on
volatile black market exchange rates.
Walking through the capital Beirut -

a once-thriving city often called the
“Paris of the Middle East” - at any

time of day, one can see shopfronts
closed or operating in darkness, with
those lucky enough to have access to
fuel relying on backup generators to
keep the lights on. When the power

is out, many shopkeepers will refuse
to sell anything but water, as the
volatile minute-by-minute changes in
the value of the Lebanese lira mean
the price of goods can shift from one
period of power to the next. And
hundreds of businesses destroyed in
the devastating Beirut Port explosion
of August 2020 are permanently gone.
With little help from the state, gutted
bars and other businesses with their
entrances blown open and innards full
of debris remain fixtures on streets all
over the city. “It’s catastrophic,” Rabih
Daou, a small grocery store owner in
Beirut’s Geitawy district, told CNBC

in late September from his shop,
darkened during one of the country’s
many daily power outages. He pointed
to empty refrigerator shelves, where
only one small fridge was running,
holding a few dairy products. “We
cannot buy a lot of things. We cannot
buy cheese and ham, we have to buy
them by small pieces, because we
don’t always have electricity, and the
people are always afraid,” he added.
Generators are the only means of
electricity for people in Lebanon
during the hours-long daily power
outages across the country. Lebanon’s
fuel crisis has made it harder to access
fuel to run the generators.

Rabih Daou, a shop owner in Beirut’s
Geitawy district, stands over his

generator, the only means of
electricity during hours-long daily
power outages across Lebanon.

The country’s fuel crisis has made

it harder to access fuel to run

the generators. Beirut, Lebanon,
September 24, 2021.

A less talked about consequence

of Lebanon’s fuel and power crisis
has been widespread cases of

food poisoning, as grocery stores,
restaurants and households struggle
to keep goods fresh amid electricity
failures and the summer heat. Most
of Beirut has had no power at night
since the start of summer. Meat and
dairy consumption have dropped
dramatically, residents say.

“They don’t want to buy ham and
cheese and yogurt, because they are
afraid that if we don’t have electricity,
the food will be not good,” Daou said.

How did Lebanon get to this
point?

Decades of corruption by sectarian
party leaders and warlords who
still wield power from the days of
Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil war have
devastated the country’s finances
and public services.

For years, Lebanon has had daily
controlled power outages due to

its grossly mismanaged electricity
sector. But the Lebanese population
was accustomed to this; those who
could afford generators used them
to keep the power going, including
the country’s many businesses, and
outages were generally predictable
and not long lasting.

However, since the onset of the
nationwide fuel shortage in early
summer, even the backup generators
- which run on fuel - cannot always
come to the rescue. Many residents
can’t use their cars, and some lines
for gas stations stretch on for miles,
occasionally punctuated with drivers
leaving their vehicles and getting into
fights.

Lebanon imports more than 80%

of its food and goods, including

fuel. The smuggling of fuel to Syria
by militant and political group
Hezbollah and the hoarding of fuel
by other groups and businesses to
sell on the black market at higher
rates have helped gut the country’s
supply and inflate prices.

And Lebanon’s central bank is now
restricting imports of subsidized fuel
because it is running out of dollars,
which it had used to underpin its
economy. The bank has been slow
to extend lines of credit to fuel
importers and gas stations, and has
now ended subsidies on diesel.
That’s made the commodity
unaffordable for many in Lebanon’s
population of 6 million - 78% of
which has fallen into poverty in

the last two years, according to the
World Bank, in one of the sharpest
depressions of modern times.
Lebanon’s central bank did not reply
to a CNBC request for comment.

Crashing currency

The official exchange rate of the
Lebanese lira has been pegged at
1,600 lira to the dollar since the
1990s. The actual rate, however,

by which cash is exchanged on

the black market, veered between
13,000 and 18,000 lira to the dollar
in September. It is currently trading
around 19,250 to the dollar.

Marwan Sweidan runs a popular
ice cream shop called SmushKies
in Beirut’s Mar Mikhael district.
He says he’s lucky to be able to
afford fuel for his own generators,
without which it would be
impossible to keep his goods cold
and business open. But to do that,
he needs dollars.

“You can buy nonsubsidized
diesel, but you have to pay for

it in dollars,” he said. “It’s like
$600 a ton; the cost went up a

lot, and there are so many new
costs that just popped up for
electricity, which has made it so
much harder” This is the first time
Lebanon’s government has priced
a commodity in dollars. Antonella
Haijj Nicolas, a physics student,
spends hours in SmushKies just
for the electricity. “Since yesterday
night we don’t have any electricity
at home, the generator doesn’t
work. This place has electricity
and Wi-Fi, so I came to study for
my exams for a few days,” she
told CNBC. As for perishable food,
her family can’t store that in their
home either.

“We don’t have food in the fridge
because we don’t want to get
poisoning ... we buy our food each
day by day, on the spot,” she said.

Savings wiped out

Lebanon has one of the highest
debt-to-GDP ratios in the world.
Since the onset of its financial
crisis two years ago, when the

country defaulted on its massive

debt pile - including $31 billion in
eurobonds that remain outstanding

- Lebanon’s economy has been in a
rapidly accelerating free fall.
Governments and institutions that have
pledged aid to the country are still
withholding it due to lack of confidence
in the government’s ability to enact
reforms and stamp out corruption,

and Western officials have expressed
worry at the prospect of further
instability or state collapse in a country
home to numerous armed political and
militant groups.

Mass protests in Lebanon began

in October of 2019 as the currency
plummeted, eventually losing 90% of its
value. Lebanese depositors have been
locked out of their foreign currency
accounts, and those who kept their
deposits in lira have seen their life
savings wiped out. Dede el Hayek, a
grandmother who ran a once-busy
snack shop in a residential part of
Beirut, now spends her days sitting in
the shop’s darkened entrance alone,
occasionally chatting with neighbors.
Since she couldn’t afford the fuel to
keep a generator running, she had to
close her business, and now sleeps in a
cot in the shop’s back storage room.

“I don’t have enough money to run the
generator. I don’t work anymore, since
three months ago,” she said, gesturing
at empty shelves. “No one comes in
here anymore.”

Cleveland mayoral candidates
address violence, Issue 24 in debate

CLEVELAND - Cleveland voters are
three weeks away from electing a
new mayor for the first time in 16
years.On Monday night, the two
mayoral candidates, both Democrats,
took part in a debate presented

by the City Club of Cleveland and
Ideastream Public Media.

Cleveland City Council President
Kevin Kelley and nonprofit executive
Justin Bibb answered questions
about how they would bring change
to Cleveland if elected mayor, a

job Kelley called “the hardest job

in government.” Among the topics
the candidates addressed were
crime and safety. In particular,

the candidates talked about their
support for or opposition of Issue

24, a proposed charter amendment
on the ballot that would give a
community policing commission
power to decide discipline in police
misconduct cases. Bibb, the son of a
police officer, supports Issue 24 and
said that “justice delayed is justice
denied” when it comes to deaths due
to police misconduct.

“When you have more community
voices around the table, you get
better accountability and you build
the right kind of culture to make sure

that our officers come up to work
every day with a good culture of
policing. We have to try something
new. The current system is
broken,” Bibb said. Kelley opposes
Issue 24 and said that the police
department already has a consent
decree in place.

“Issue 24 would make our
neighborhoods less safe,” Kelly
said. “Issue 24 would result in
hundreds of officers leaving the
job. Issue 24 would result in slower
response times.”

Both men acknowledged that the
city’s rate of unsolved homicides
was unacceptable, but they
differed in their ideas of how to
change that.

Kelley said the solve rate was
because “we are not able to recruit
and retain the talent that we need”
and cautioned that he believes
Issue 24 would drive officers away
from the job.

Bibb said the department needs to
beef up its homicide unit and work
with federal law enforcement to
ensure families receive justice. He
also called for paying Cleveland
police officers more money.
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Analysis: Child tax credit
provides needed stability
amid pandemic recovery

COLUMBUES, Ohio - The
following article was originally
published in the Ohio Capital
Journal and published on
NewsbCleveland.com under a
content-sharing agreement.

An analysis by an Ohio-based
think tank says the expanded
child tax credit has given

life to families who were
already struggling before the
pandemic began, but sank
further amid job losses and
increased child care needs.

The child tax credit was
expanded temporarily in
March as part of the federal
American Rescue Plan, raising
the per-child credit from
$2,000 per child in 2020 to
$3,600 for each child younger
than six, and from $2,000 to
$3,000 per child for children
age six to 16.

There is also a $3,000 credit
for households with 17-year-
old children.

Monthly payments started
going out in July, but the credit
is only effective for 2021,

with a deadline of Nov. 15 for
families to sign up for the tax
credit.

So far, $1.6 billion has been
given to more than 2.1 million
Ohio children since July 15,
federal data from the U.S.
Department of the Treasury
shows, averaging $437 per
month per family.

The think tank said this
expansion brought minority
communities and children in
rural communities funding
they needed and didn’t have
even before the pandemic.

“Years of policy choices have
held down wages and limited
opportunities for many Black
and brown and rural families,
draining resources from their
communities,” the Policy
Matters analysis stated.

As the pandemic continued,
the analysis estimated 1.156
million adults with children
reported struggling to pay for
basic household expenses
before the child tax credit,
and after the tax credit, that
number decreased by 26%.

Citing data from the Center on
Budget and Policy Priorities,
Policy Matters said an
estimated 84% of households
who make less than $35,000
per year used the refundable
child tax credit to pay for
“basic needs, including food,
clothing, rent, mortgage,
phone and internet, to support
their family.”

The CBPP said 60% of those
making more than $35,000
per year would also be using
the credit for the same basic
needs.

Financial recovery from the
pandemic is still going on, as
is the COVID-19 pandemic, so
having the temporary boost
has allowed more financial
security and stability.

A report on child poverty by
the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering and
Medicine said child poverty
costs America an estimated
$800 billion and $1.1 trillion
in “lost adult productivity,
the increased costs of

crime and increased health
expenditures.”

Because of the increased
financial stability and food
security with the expanded
child tax credit, among

other reasons, Policy

Matters recommended that
Congress make the expansion
permanent.

“When we as a society
prioritize the health and well-
being of kids and families,
we all benefit,” the thinktank
stated.

Bay Village
woman loses
thousands in
Amazon app
scheme

BAY VILLAGE, Ohio - A
woman in Bay Village
was bilked out of $3,200
after a fake Amazon
representative had

her download an app

to her phone to fix a
“compromised” account.

According to Bay Village
police, the fake rep called
her and said there was a
problem with her account
and she needed to fix it by
downloading an app.

The woman downloaded
the app while on the phone
with the caller and her
bank account was hit with
a withdrawal moments
later.

“BVPD reminds residents
that any reputable
company will not ask
you to download apps for
your personal banking
information,” police said.

Thousands

of Southwest
flights canceled
nationwide
Sunday

Southwest Airlines canceled
thousands of flights nationwide
Sunday, according to flight-
tracking site FlightAware.

On Saturday, 50% of Southwest
flights out of Denver
International Airport were
either canceled or delayed
after the airline grounded more
than 800 flights nationwide.

The Dallas-based airline said
the disruptions were due to
air traffic control issues and
weather.

“We're working diligently

to accommodate affected
Southwest Customers as
quickly as possible. We're
asking our Customers whose
travel is affected to explore our
self-service rebooking options
and to check their flight status
on Southwest.com,” an airline
spokesperson wrote in a
Facebook post.

FA A spokesperson Steve Kulm
said there were no staffing
shortages reported

“No FAA air traffic staffing shortages
have been reported since Friday,”
Kulm said in a statement to KMGH.
“Flight delays and cancellations
occurred for a few hours Friday
afternoon due to widespread severe
weather, military training, and limited
staffing in one area of the Jacksonville
Air Route Traffic Control Center.
Some airlines continue to experience
scheduling challenges due to aircraft
and crews being out of place. Please
contact the airlines for details about
current flight schedules.”

Social media speculation surrounding
the disruption centered on possible
labor action taken by Southwest
employees due to the recent vaccine
mandate imposed by the airline.

However, the union representing
Southwest pilots told The Denver
Post that its members were not
participating in any strike.

Largest human
trafficking sting
in Ohio highlights
changes to state
law

CLEVELAND - A recent
statewide human trafficking
sting operation highlighted the
latest change in Ohio law, and
how police are apprehending
not just those tied to the sale of
sex, but those who buy as well.

Throughout 2020, the Ohio
Attorney General’s office
reported police only identified
17 people trying to buy sex,
known as “johns.”

Within the last week, more
than 160 suspected “johns”
were arrested and charged

across the state.

“This is the largest operation
involving the most service
providers and law
enforcement officers in the
history of the state,” Ohio
Attorney General Dave Yost
said. The sting comes
after House Bill 431 went
into effect this year. Part of
the new law is meant to help
reduce the demand for sex
workers and details how
those who purchase sex face
a first degree misdemeanor
and fine up to $1,500.

“The reason human
trafficking exists is because
of the money and because of
the demand,” Yost said. “It’s
actually in Ohio now a more
serious criminal offense to
buy sex than to sell sex.”
While the faces involved

in this investigation are
blurred, Annette Mango
wants you to know her
name and how she feels
about this investigation and
the new law that made it
happen.

“I was trafficked for 15-20
years,” she said. “It was this
feeling, I was like ‘oh my
gosh.” After all these years,
it’s getting better.”

With the help of the Renee
Jones Empowerment Center,
Mango was rescued about
seven years ago after years
in and out of jail and prison
tied to trafficking charges.

“Most of the time, we’ve seen
the victims being penalized
for being victims, with
nothing being done,” Renee
Jones explained. “Without
that demand, we wouldn’t
have this issue.”

Nowadays, Mango shares
her story with others.

“I talk to whoever wants to
listen, whoever wants to
learn,” Mango said. “I don’t
care if it’s one person or
many people. If one person
wants to learn, that can be
one prevention.”

While she spent time inside
a cell, Mango told News 5
her handlers never faced
the same scrutiny from the
law.

“I still see some of them
today,” she said. “Nothing
ever happened to them,
because back then they
didn’t believe me.”

With the latest sting and
change in law, Mango is
optimistic for the future.

“You have people like Miss
Renee saying trust the
system, it’s not going to
happen overnight,” she said.
“Look - it’s happening, it’s
happening and I'm glad I'm
still a part to see this.”

The new law also requires
those convicted to undergo
human trafficking education.
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She co-founded a $1 billion fintech start-up in Asia —
and wants to show other women they can too

fintech platform that processes digital
payments for businesses in Southeast
Asia, like Grab, Wise and Traveloka.

Since launching in 2015, Xendit has
grown rapidly. Today, it processes
more than 65 million transactions
worth $68.5 billion annually. It reached
the $1 billion “unicorn” status in
September.

“It was a massive challenge... how do I
keep up with these people?”

Tessa Wijaya

CO-FOUNDER AND COO, XENDIT

To Wijaya, however, success still feels
foreign.

“The unlikelihood of someone like me
- a woman born and raised in a small
town in Indonesia - becoming a co-
founder in a tech company invested
in by billion dollar funds, does not
escape me,” she said.

Finding her feet in finance

As a young girl growing up in
Indonesia, Wijaya said she was
“strange,” preferring to play with G.I.
Joe action figures rather than dolls.

But she was ambitious too, inspired by
the grandmother who raised her and
her cousins, while running a small
food business.

In her early 20s, Wijaya interviewed
for an analyst job at a new private
equity fund in Jakarta. Though

she had no traditional finance
experience, her critical thinking

and determination impressed the
company, and she secured the job. She
studied the industry outside of work
hours to build her knowledge.

Still, the journey wasn’t easy.

Tessa Wijaya describes herself as “a unicorn among unicorns among unicorns.”

As an Indonesian woman running a $1 billion financial technology start-up in
Southeast Asia, she is a rather rare breed.

Women leaders in tech are uncommon. This is especially true in fintech, where
they hold 7% of leadership positions. But Wijaya said she is hoping that will

change by showing more women and girls they can follow the path less traveled.

“I really do want to encourage more women to be in tech,” the millennial

entrepreneur told CNBC Make It.
A $1 billion female founder

Wijaya is the co-founder and chief operations officer of Xendit, an Indonesian

As one of only a few women on the
team, Wijaya struggled to be heard.
She didn’t have a degree from
Harvard or MIT, like many of her
colleagues. The general manager of
one of the fund’s companies would
simply ignore her when she spoke,
she said.

“For me, it was a massive challenge...
how do I keep up with these people?
I had no Ivy League degree,” said
Wijaya. “I looked really young, too.
To be taken seriously when you look
young and you’re a women is really
hard”

Identifying a rising trend

Yet, she was undeterred. Wijaya was
eager to play a role in Southeast
Asia’s evolving business scene.

Working closely with emerging
start-ups in the private equity space,
she saw the region’s rapid rise of
technology in the early 2010s. But
she also noticed a missing link.

“You have ride hailing, you have
e-commerce,” said Wijaya. “They’re
nothing without the payments.”

I've been given the great opportunity
to change how the workplace
behaves, so more women can move
up.

Tessa Wijaya

CO-FOUNDER AND COO, XENDIT
In a stroke of luck, Wijaya was
introduced to a group of students
from the University of California,
Berkeley who were working on a
similar project through start-up
accelerator Y Combinator.

“It was work love at first sight,” said
Wijaya.

The team immediately began

working on a new payments platform,
that would later become Xendlit.

Encouraging more women in fintech
Six years on, the founders and their
team of 600 process online payments,
run marketplaces and manage
finances for businesses in Malaysia,
the Philippines, Singapore and
beyond.

Of Xendit’s staff, some 40% are
women, according to Wijaya. She said
she views helping women progress

in their careers as a personal
responsibility.

“T've been given the great opportunity
to change how the workplace
behaves, so more women can

move up the ranks and be the next
generation of leaders,” she said.

Xendit does that by running “Women
In Tech” mentorship schemes for
young women and girls, offering
return to work schemes for new
moms, and providing meal deliveries
for working parents during the
pandemic.

Wijaya said she hopes that extra
support will make the difference in
encouraging the next generation of
female fintech professionals to believe
they can be leaders too.

“Sometimes I think about where my
grandmother would be if she had the
opportunities given to me,” she said.
“T'd like to think she would also be
right here. A COO and co-founder...

a unicorn among unicorns among
unicorns.”

Jon Gruden resigns as head coach of the Raiders

Jon Gruden is no longer the
coach of the Las Vegas Raiders.

In a statement, Gruden said, “I
have resigned as Head Coach
of the Las Vegas Raiders. I love
the Raiders and do not want to
be a distraction. Thank you to
all the players, coaches, staff
and fans of Raider Nation. I'm
sorry, I never meant to hurt
anyone.”

Mark Davis, owner of the
Raiders, said he accepted
Gruden’s resignation, which
came hours after The New
York Times published a
report that said Gruden
had made homophobic and
misogynistic comments in
the past.

The Raiders are the only
team in the NFL to have

an openly gay player. Carl
Nassib came out prior to the
start of the season.

Gruden had already
apologized for using a racist
trope in an email, as first
reported by The Wall Street
Journal.

Players who commented
about the Wall Street Journal
article said they stood by

their coach.

“All the guys, we all kind of
talked about how we felt about
it and how [Gruden] treats the
players. He’s a players’ coach.
So, everybody was kind of
like ... just overanalyzing it.
don’t think it’s going to affect
it, because our guys, we're led
by each other,” ESPN quoted
Raiders running back Josh
Jacobs.

Gruden was in his fourth year
with the Raiders. He had a
10-year contract worth $100
million.

Rich Bisaccia will serve as
interim head coach, according
to the team’s Twitter account.

Cleveland
Browns
giving away
free tickets

to college
students

at select
Discount Drug
Mart locations

Cleveland Browns & !
@Browns

The first 50 students to visit the Columbia Rd. Discount
Drug Mart in Olmsted Falls will receive 2 free tickets
through the Browns Mobile App to #ARIvsCLE!

& » brow.nz/1wq

GET 2 FREE TICKETS

LECOM is giving away of free tickets to
college students for each home game!”

ACADEMIC
‘ ACCESS

3:45 AM - Oct 11, 2021 G

O 184 QO 4 & Copy link to Tweet

Tweet your reply

CLEVELAND - The Cleveland
Browns and Lake Erie College
of Osteopathic Medicine
(LECOM) are giving away

free game tickets to college
students who stop by a local
Discount Drug Mart location.
LECOM will give away a pair of
tickets to the first 50 students
who show their college ID at a
weekly selected Discount Drug
Mart store.

The Olmsted Falls store on
Columbia Road is this week’s
location.

Week 7-Broncos (Oct. 21)

Tickets available on Oct.

18 at DDM located at

12576 Chillicothe Road in
Chesterland

Week 8-Steelers (Oct. 31)

Tickets available Oct. 25 at
DDM located at 765 Alpha
Drive in Highland Heights

Week 11-Lions (Nov. 21)

Tickets available Nov. 15 at
DDM located at 8500 Mentor
Avenue in Mentor

Week 14-Ravens (Dec. 12)

Tickets available Dec. 6 at DDM
located at 725 East 200th Street
in Euclid.

Week 15—Raiders (Dec. 19)

Tickets available Dec. 13 at
DDM located at 6148 Dunham
Road in Maple Heights

Week 18-Bengals (Jan. 9)
Tickets available Jan. 3 at DDM
located at 655 Portage Trail in
Cuyahoga Falls.

( 216) 269 3272

Advertise@ProfileNewsOhio.com



OCTOBER 2021 | PROFILE NEWS oHIo |  IssUE31 | 09

Cleveland State University tackles teacher shortage, burnout

The numbers are startling-nearly one in four teachers may leave their job by
the end of this school year. A survey from the Rand Corporation shows that
number is up from one in six who considered quitting before the pandemic.
Cleveland State University has a new program that hopes to turn that around.
Frequent job-related stress and symptoms of depression are listed among the
driving factors. The potential departures come at a time when there’s already
a teacher shortage.

A few months into her first school year, kindergarten teacher Payton Platt is
feeling the pressure of teaching during a deadly pandemic.
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“There is a lot of added stress. We all have to wear masks and we can’t share

supplies. We have to stay socially distant,” said Platt.

While Platt is taking the stress in stride, many are struggling to stay the course. “Educators have sort of hit the wall. You’re also now a
part-time psychologist, social worker, priest,” said Rashad Gray, a student at Cleveland State University’s Master of Urban Secondary
Teaching program (MUST). Despite witnessing those mounting challenges beyond the coursework, Rashad Gray is planning his return to
the classroom at a time when a growing number of educators are considering retirement or quitting,

“My first job coming out of college was as an educator. Seeing the difference in the past 20 years is quite remarkable, what teachers are
dealing with,” said Gray. “I looked around for a few years to find a way to get back into teaching and MUST provided that answer for me.”
The 14-month accelerated master’s program for licensure quickly puts educators in the pipeline, which is needed now more than ever
before.

“We need more teachers. The students move through as a cohort. I think that’s a key piece,” said Corrigan.

Coordinator Diane Corrigan said that automatically builds in a much-needed support system to prevent the burnout that often cuts a
career short. The Rand Corporation found that Black teachers are more likely to leave the profession negatively impacting students in
urban districts.

“Teachers who are role models who look like them and who share their cultural perspectives,” said Corrigan.

The MUST program also addresses that issue by actively recruiting diverse candidates.

“We have somebody who understands your culture who looks like you, who knows where you’re from. It helps bridge the gap between
students and teachers, but also between teachers and parents,” said Gray.

Corrigan’s advice to those who may be hesitant to make the leap into education-talk with those still in the trenches.

“The story that can only be told by the students and teachers who are in the schools who are staying and can tell you why they stay,”
said Corrigan.

If you are interested in CSU’s Master of Urban Secondary Teaching program there is a virtual event scheduled for Wednesday.

House bill would let adult Ohioans grow, buy and possess
recreational marijuana

COLUMBUES, Onio - As a coalition of Ohio medical marijuana businesses gathers signatures to get a recreational initiative on the ballot,
two Republican state lawmakers announced Tuesday they’re working on a bill that would allow Ohioans ages 21 and older to buy and
grow cannabis legally. Reps. Jamie Callender of Lake County and Ron Ferguson of Jefferson County said they’re putting the finishing
touches on a bill that Callender started working on about a year ago, before the proposal of the medical marijuana business group the
Coalition to Regulate Marijuana Like Alcohol announced its efforts.

“I think the time is right, and it’s the right thing to do,” Callender said. “On a personal level, I'm a bit of a libertarian. Like alcohol, or
cigarettes, or tobacco or caffeine, or the worst out there as far as human health - sugar - we trust our Ohioans to make good decisions
about those things, and I don’t see cannabis as something that should be treated differently.”

The bill would expand on the state’s current medical marijuana law, he said.

“Our medical program is very secure, very regulated,” he said. “The folks who have gotten into that industry so far in Ohio have been
models of running a tight ship.” Under the soon-to-be-introduced bill, adults could possess up to five ounces of marijuana legally. Medical
marijuana facilities would be allowed to expand into the recreational market without applying for new licenses. The bill would create
a process for adding new businesses into the state-regulated system. The Ohio Department of Commerce would regulate recreational

sales, he said. Currently, Commerce, the Ohio Board of Pharmacy
and the State Medical Board of Ohio regulate the state’s medicinal
program. The bill would impose a 10% sales tax on recreational
marijuana, with half of the revenue going to General Revenue Fund,
which pays for general state government operations, 25% going to
CO-PRESENTED WITH: local law enforcement to purchase testing equipment to identify

1 = people driving under the influence of marijuana and 25% going to
Unwed m A A P mental health programs.
ady R o4

GREATER CLEVELAND Cleveland Branch With the current medicinal program, cannabis companies pay

licensing fees to the state to cover the costs of regulation, which
. all but guarantees patients bear the brunt of the cost. However,
Invite you to consumers don’t pay any special taxes outside of sales taxes.

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS | | esstsice moE & MOEJR.
CLEVELAND CONSENT DECREE | | Zizstoe

Join us for the next conversation

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT,
RECRUITMENT AND DIVERSITY

WEDNESDAY, NOV 10, 2021
6:00-7:30PM

Complimentary virtual event ‘
Register at unitedwaycleveland.org Mon. - Sat. 8:00 a.m. -6:p.m. Sun. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00

New & Use Tires & Repair
0il Changes * Brake * Auto Repair
Open: 7 days
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vereHARDY

FOR COUNCIL WARD 11

NEGLECT CAN'T BE IGNORED

ﬁ- As Councilman, Michael Hardy will work to organize the

clean up of our neighborhoods, Graffiti, overgrown
weeds and streets in disrepair plague Ward 11. Business

- owners and residents have been investing in Ward 11 for
a long time. Michael Hardy appreciates you kKeeping your
dollars here. As Councilman he will work to improve
safety, city services and accountability im your
neighborhood and in all of Ward 11.

WE NEED GROWTH

We have been sitting stagnant for far too long, Ward 11 should
be on pace with the things we see happening all around us,
MNeighborhoods like WestPark, Detroit Shoreway and Ohio City
are thriving. Ward 11 and the Clifton West Blvd Historic
District has every reason to see the same El'l.'lllul'l'th. As
Councllman, Michael Hardy will work with the city, county,

state and federal governments to get funding into the ward - i
and used in o way that maokes sense. ‘j

Our Economic Ecosystem starts with creating an
environment people want to be in. Does this look inviting
te you? As Councllman, Michael Hardy will work to
provide an appealing look to our neighborhood so people
| and businesses feel welcome and safe & want to do
A business in Ward 11. As Councilman, Michael Hardy will
help develop a clear path to a better Ward 11.
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Y OF NORTH OLMSTED

VOTE NOVEMBER 2, 2021
TO ELECT

Chris Classburn (Incumbent) vn“ can a Blaanv(@ “wner!

Ward 2 Concilman

Nicole Dailey Jones
Candidate for Mayor

Mary Ellen Hemann (Incumbent)
Ward 4 Concilwoman

Moe Charara
Biggby Coffee Area Representative

Cleveland - Northeast Ohio

313 475 4750
MCharara@Biggby.com

WORKING HARD FOR YOU
and
YOUR FAMILIES
to Keep North Olmsted Safe, Strong and Vibrant

“ UNITED
G CONCESSIONS
Proudly serving Morth East Ohio

travelers jor 40 years
- CLEVELAND ~ ,AKRON CANTON

NOW HIRING FOR ALL POSITIONS
APPLY TODAY
Q, 10
O

p://www.unitedconcessionsgroup.com/careers




OCTOBER 2021 PROFILE NEWS oHio ISSUE 31

COMPLEX IMMIGRATION MATTERS,

MADE SIMPLE.

Dedicated to helping people solve their immigration issues.
Put experience and expertise to work for you. We bring deep knowledge of immigration law's B R OW N
complexities, making the process as simple and painless as possible. To see how we can help

you, visit BrownimmLaw.com or call 888.861.4414. Where you want to IMMIGRATION LAW

FREE in-home estimates!

HEATING & HIR CONDITIONING

$2499 Goodman A/C Systems

Budget is offering one major deal right now for
brand new A/C system and in-home estimate!

| B e . . .

—~

Callus To

day!

Phone: (440) 263-5828

15700 Brookpark Rd Cleveland, Ohio 44135




ISSUE 31 PROFILE NEWS oHio OCTOBER 2021

Want more
of these?

Last year alone, our retailer partners earned
more than $186 million selling Ohio Lottery Games.

For information on becoming an Ohio Lottery retailer,
please contact the Sales Department at 216.774.5680

LOTTERY-:

A

SHE R el

i [
LR = = e

T

Life is getting back on track ... and you can, too. Safely get the in-demand
degree or training you need. Online and on-campus classes available!

hat are you waiting for? Register now for fall classes.
Tri-C’s online learning program ranks among the nation’s best

tri-c.edu/startnow
216-987-6000

| Cuyahoga
Community
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* Probate: e Family Law:

-Wills - Divorce
- Estate Planing - Dissolution
- Inheritance Issues - Child Support

- Trusts & Guardianship e Foreclosure:

¢ Bankl‘uptcy - Save Your Property
- Fresh Start - Mortgage Modification
- Stop Foreclosure - Loan Negotiation
- Stop Garnishments
- Eliminate Debts

+ Crowns-Bridges  Criminal Offense:

* Tooth W;‘utenmg - Felonies
v G Tmalments - Misdemeanors
« Cosmetic Dentistry - Probation Violation

19680 Center Ridge Rd., 2112 Acacia Park_Drlve # 505
Rocky River, OH 44116 Lyndhurst, Ohio 44124
216-251-4474 Office: 440-473-8944
Fax: 440-287-6045 - Mobile: 440-342-1380




OCTOBER 2021

PROFILE NEWS oHIO

ISSUE 31 21

Medium Sodoku

3
4 5

7

Expert Sodoku

4

6 1

ACROSS

1-Wander

5-(Hey, you)

9-Second attempt
13-Belly button’s region

14-Something to flutter, informally

15-Apple tablet

16-Short words? (Note this answer’s

last 3 letters ...)

17-True geeky self (... this one’s first

2)

19-Constellation component

20-Wine choice
21-Monopoly pieces
22-Person who has an app

DOWN

1-Cheer (for)

2-Killer whale

3-Habitually

4-Unruly crowd

5-Electrician’s gripping tool
6-Hourglass filler

7-Figure with the format 123-45-6789: Abbr.
8-Greek letter that symbolizes an angle
9-Ice hockey enthusiast

10-Heaviest Olympic sword

11-"Rats!”

12-Strangely, they can be even
13-Hotel room fixtures

18-Muddy up

20-Prepare, as leftovers

24-Narrowest of margins to win by 23-Mo. city near lIl.
25-Wellness center (Last 2 letters ...) 24-Fabled race loser
29-Velcro alternative (... first 4) 25-One has nothing nice to say

33-Gene variant
34-Wrath

36-Pack (down)
37-Egyptian boy king

38-Word before “all” or “hours”

40-Pro hoops league
41-Biblical paradise
43-Tic-__-toe
44-Book lover

47-Televised again (Last 3 letters ...)
49-Gamer’s leg up (... first 2)

51-Drubbing
53-Median, e.g., briefly
54-Houston MLB team

57-Home of NOLA and KCMO

58-Protected

62-"Awesome,” to the Ninja Turtles

(Last 5 letters ...)

64-Like a peon’s position (... first 3)

65-Select All's menu
66-Depend

67-Blender setting
68-Rational

69-Settles IOUs

70-River to the underworld

26--Manage to avoid

27Take in or let out

28--Inning’s beginning

30Like a positive attitude
31-Plant firmly

32-Word before “tire” or “change”
35-List of mistakes

39-Fiction’s opposite

42-Tell, as a story

45-Letter before 8-Down
46-Behaves badly

48-Beginner, in gamer lingo
50-College application components
52-Seize illegally
54-Unreturnable serves
55-Scotchand
56-Doppelganger, seemingly
57-Like a terrible mood
59-Off-kilter

60-Show off at the gym

61-What a peacock’s tail spot resembles
63-Teacher’s org.

64-Some records, for short
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\ Aries ' Libra
R By giving priority to your goals, you multiply your
Y N\ Foryou dear Aries this is the month of creation. Your creative chances of success, even your wacky ideas find
p nature is at its highest level and you need to achieve things takers. If you are looking for a comfortable life, the
o for yourself. From the beginning of the month without losing a changes that are coming will satisfy you. In family, the

minute you set up your future projects and you benefit from
good vibrations so take advantage of it. You make unexpected
encounters, you jump on every opportunity, your will to
succeed is striking. At work we flatter you, in your private life
we seduce you. Most of the time you trust your instinct when
making your choices, this month it will still be the case.

Taurus

Focus on projects. At the beginning of the month you are
not more motivated than that, you let yourself become
lazy, around you the climate is warm, you feel like you are
in a cocoon so that explains that, you do not necessarily
want to leave. The stars are watching, you are in love and
everything is going well. Feelings are growing deeper. The
time has come, you want to build your love life. The little
flings do not interest you, you need something concrete
and suddenly you reveal yourself in your best light. If you
have wishes they will be granted.

Gemini

A little sensitive, you are not easy to live with right now. This
month you have responsibilities (professional, family ...) if
you lack the will, get closer to people who spread positive
energies, do not lock yourself in your bubble. Winter is

a special time, the decrease in brightness can affect the
morale of everyone differently, the important thing is not to
sink into bad thoughts.

If your feelings are often contradictory, what is certain is
that they are sincere. Your loves are going up and down

in the first half of the month, then over the last fifteen days
everything is much better. You succeed in preserving
harmony in your romantic relationships. The family is

Cancer

It is only from the third week that calm returns. At

that moment you are ready for new adventures, you

let the pressure drop, the planets then open the way,
opportunities are at your fingertips. You finally get out of
your shell, you express yourself and your feelings, your
mind is freed from all constraints. You are free.

You spend time with family rather than in private, if it does
not seem to bother you it’s not the same for your partner.
This month the invitations are many, you enjoy them
together, it is a situation that suits you very well.

Leo

Throughout the month the professional field is highlighted,
proposals flow, contacts multiply, you lay your foundation.
The stars draw attention to the fact that some of your
commitments may have some consequences for your
private life. However small victories give you motivation.
On the third week you are completely devoted to your
family (parents, children).

To avoid overflowing you know how to handle several
situations at once. But if you want to get involved in

the work too much, we could blame you for being less
available in your private life. So, around the 23rd you
decide to make concessions by devoting yourself more to
your loved ones, in order to strengthen the bonds.

Virgo

relationships are cordial and sincere, the bonds are
strong. Around the 26th new contacts are favored,
you attract sympathy. The period is sweet for your
loves, everything is fluid, you are stimulated by a life-
giving energy, you are a real magnet. Wait to validate
a project even if this month you are in a positive
phase, you must seize the opportunities as they arise.
Do not rush. The stars take care of everything,

Scorpio

If you have to make a decision or make a choice
in love, that until now you had the time to make,
everything changes. Take courage with both
hands, the astral vibrations are favorable, it is now
or never. Let your emotions express themselves,
do not hold back your feelings. Thanks to your
sixth sense you will live very exciting moments. A
romantic meeting could happen from November
22nd. The stars breathe good energies, love comes
to you, you have no effort to make. If you are
afraid of being disappointed, that you are being

Sagittarius

The stars are very understanding with you. Love is
protected, however, do not do anything. The small
family annoyances do not interfere in your matters
of the heart, you have enough perspective to make
the difference. The third week brings calm, the
atmosphere in love is invigorating, you build very
strong bonds.

Your loves are doing well, if you have to manage
some small family problems it is nothing
compared to the positive transformations
happening in love. You receive good planetary
vibrations. eniov!

Capricorn

Situations you have never faced, make you doubt
your abilities, it is only at the end of the second
week that the difficulties dissipate, your talents are
put to the test, you are tested, you are confident
enough, you gain credibility. The last fifteen days,
everything is better, the energy of the stars allows
you to succeed in all your projects, you have the
will. You receive compliments from your loved
ones, the family circle is welded.

Aquarius

As far as the social field is concerned, around the
16th of November, you are surrounded by good
allies, they help you and you develop beautiful
ideas, very nice proposals come to you, you
flourish. The family supports you, feeling supported
is good for you, yet you try not to build castles in
the sky too quickly.

If you do not enjoy talking about your life in a
public setting and you avoid addressing these
topics as a family too, it is because of modesty
and discretion. The key is to stay honest with the
people you have chosen.

Pisces

For you Pisces, the month of November is sunny,

\
ﬁ Instead release the pressure, it will allow you to relax, after luck and confidence are back. The planets are

all you have the right to take a little time just for yourself.
The strong Virgo shines when others need them, they

shaking up your little habits, a little shaken at first,
you do it very quickly. This fuss is destabilizing but

for the right reasons, you could see it as a way to
change your destiny. Your projects put the wind in
your sails in terms of novelty, you seem delighted
with these transformations.

For you, all is well in the best of all worlds, this
month you are under high protection, however
learning to protect yourself from any difficulties
that may occur at any time is essential to your

return. At work it’s different, you let others believe that you
agree with everything yet you do things your own way.
When it comes to matters of the heart beautiful surprises
await you but when it comes to family small quarrels or
disagreements will come to thwart your plans. To be able
to think about the possible consequences, you just need

to distance yourself. The first week is stressful, fortunately
the people who are most important to you, support you. well-being.

Advertise with S E===EEm

( 216) 269 3272
Advertise@ProfileNewsOhio.com

7%9 want to reassure, they serve without expecting anything in
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BARTELL, GEORGALAS& JUARE!L

CLEVELAND AUTO NATION
HOME OF THE GUARANTEED APPROVAL

IMMIGRATION AND CRIMINAL

ATTORNEYS | T
Phone: (216) 889-4400
CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION (216) 710-6700 Ew “““Nm.s‘ (216)
“ at.“m of www.clevelandautonation.com
i loC
BGJATTORNEYS.COM Visit our i : 3540 West 117th St
our wensite: Cleveland, OH 44111

6505 Rockside Road, Suite 275 | Independence, Ohio 44131

RUSSELL

-9 i Jeannette Charara

- Looking to buy or sell your home? MNeed a
commercial building or office space? | specialize

in residential and commercial property, leasing
or purchasing. | live, work and play in our
beautiful community. If you have family or
friends that are considering purchasing a home
here, | can help. If you are thinking of selling, |
am here for all your real estate needs.

A440-252-2777
|eannettechararsd gmesil.com
leannettechararsd russellrealty.com

REALTOR®




CLEVELAND METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT

JTODAY e

2021-22 School Year!

ChooseCMSD.org

Visit ClevelandMetroSchools.org to learn
about ways we are keeping our students
and staff safe in the classroom... and more.

Call 216.838.3675 to speak

with an enrollment specialist.

—— TO EDUCATION ——

scholarships for four-year CMSD grads!
gyLyEs\c/lglaaAnL\loB Go to SayYesCleveland.org to learn more!

SERVICES/
SCHOLARSHIPS

SUPPORT ‘ SAY YES FREE college and trade school tuition



